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In Roman law you were what you wore. This legal principle became highly significant because, beginning in
the first century A.D., a "new" kind of woman emerged across the Roman empire 'a woman whose
provocative dress and sometimes promiscuous lifestyle contrasted starkly with the decorum of the traditional
married woman. What a woman chose to wear came to identify her as either "new" or "modest". Augustus
legislated against the "new" woman. Philosophical schools encouraged their followers to avoid embracing
her way of life. And, as this fascinating book demonstrates for the first time, the presence of the "new"
woman was also felt in the early church, where Christian wives and widows were exhorted to emulate
neither her dress code nor her conduct. Using his extensive knowledge both of the Graeco-Roman world and
of the New Testament writings, Bruce Winter shows how changing social mores among women impacted the
Pauline communities. This helps to explain the controversial texts on marriage veils in 1 Corinthians,
instructions in 1 Timothy regarding dress code and the activities of young widows, and exhortations in Titus
for older women to call new wives "back to their senses" regarding their marriage and family
responsibilities. Based on a close investigation of neglected literary and archaeological evidence, "Roman
Wives, Roman Widows" makes groundbreaking contributions to our understanding of first-century women,
including their participation in public life as lawyers, magistrates, and political figures, which in turn
affected women's ministry in the Pauline communities.
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From reader reviews:

Thomas Bedwell:

The guide untitled Roman Wives, Roman Widows: The Appearance of New Women and the Pauline
Communities is the publication that recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the guide
content that will be shown to a person. The language that author use to explained their ideas are easily to
understand. The writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, and so the information that they
share for you is absolutely accurate. You also could get the e-book of Roman Wives, Roman Widows: The
Appearance of New Women and the Pauline Communities from the publisher to make you far more enjoy
free time.

Thomas Whitaker:

The guide with title Roman Wives, Roman Widows: The Appearance of New Women and the Pauline
Communities contains a lot of information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this
book. This book exist new know-how the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of
the world currently. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This specific
book will bring you with new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book in your smart phone, so you
can read that anywhere you want.

Deborah Mazzarella:

Exactly why? Because this Roman Wives, Roman Widows: The Appearance of New Women and the
Pauline Communities is an unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap the item but
latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also
write the book in such incredible way makes the content inside of easier to understand, entertaining
technique but still convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this
anymore or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book
have got such as help improving your talent and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold up
having that book? If I ended up you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Jennifer Gallant:

As a scholar exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or even
make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's internal or real
their interest. They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring as well as can't see colorful pics on
there. Yeah, it is to be complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we know that on this period of
time, many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore this Roman Wives, Roman Widows: The Appearance of New Women and the Pauline
Communities can make you experience more interested to read.
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