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John Aubrey (12 March 1626 – 7 June 1697), was an English antiquary, natural philosopher and writer. He is
perhaps best known as the author of the Brief Lives, his collection of short biographical pieces. He was a
pioneer archaeologist, who recorded (often for the first time) numerous megalithic and other field
monuments in southern England, and who is particularly noted as the discoverer of the Avebury henge
monument. The Aubrey holes at Stonehenge are named after him, although there is considerable doubt as to
whether the holes that he observed are those that currently bear the name. He was also a pioneer folklorist,
collecting together a miscellany of material on customs, traditions and beliefs under the title "Remaines of
Gentilisme and Judaisme". He set out to compile county histories of both Wiltshire and Surrey, although
both projects remained unfinished. His "Interpretation of Villare Anglicanum" (also unfinished) was the first
attempt to compile a full-length study of English place-names. He had wider interests in applied mathematics
and astronomy, and was friendly with many of the greatest scientists of the day.

For much of the 19th and 20th centuries, thanks largely to the popularity of "Brief Lives", Aubrey was
regarded as little more than an entertaining but quirky, eccentric and credulous gossip. Only in the 1970’s did
the full breadth and innovation of his scholarship begin to be more widely appreciated. He published little in
his lifetime, and many of his most important manuscripts (for the most part preserved in the Bodleian
Library) remain unpublished, or published only in partial and unsatisfactory form.

This kindle edition of Brief Lives contains 132 biographies and a navigable Table of Contents.
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From reader reviews:

Kevin Buckley:

The actual book John Aubrey's "Brief Lives": Gossip from the 17th Century will bring someone to the new
experience of reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try to find
new book to study, this book very suited to you. The book John Aubrey's "Brief Lives": Gossip from the
17th Century is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from official web site, so you
can more easily to read the book.

Matilda Greiner:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book can be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to test look for
book, may be the book untitled John Aubrey's "Brief Lives": Gossip from the 17th Century can be very good
book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Margaret Pinson:

Why? Because this John Aubrey's "Brief Lives": Gossip from the 17th Century is an unordinary book that
the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret the idea
inside. Reading this book adjacent to it was fantastic author who all write the book in such wonderful way
makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining approach but still convey the meaning
entirely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this nowadays or you going to regret it. This unique
book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book get such as help improving your skill and
your critical thinking means. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were you I will go to the guide
store hurriedly.

Robert Carroll:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-book
technique, more simple and reachable. This specific John Aubrey's "Brief Lives": Gossip from the 17th
Century can give you a lot of close friends because by you investigating this one book you have issue that
they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This specific book can be one of one step
for you to get success. This book offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't recognize, by
knowing more than additional make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have John
Aubrey's "Brief Lives": Gossip from the 17th Century.
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