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This volume introduces what has sometimes been called "the third component of western culture". It traces
the historical development of those religious traditions which have rejected a world view based on the
primacy of pure rationality or doctrinal faith, emphasizing instead the importance of inner enlightenment or
gnosis: a revelatory experience which was typically believed to entail an encounter with one's true self as
well as with the ground of being, God. The contributors to this book demonstrate this perspective as
fundamental to a variety of interconnected traditions. In Antiquity, one finds the gnostics and hermetics; in
the Middle Ages several Christian sects. The medieval Cathars can, to a certain extent, be considered part of
the same tradition. Starting with the Italian humanist Renaissance, hermetic philosophy became of central
importance to a new religious synthesis that can be referred to as Western Esotericism". The development of
this tradition is described from Renaissance hermeticists and practitioners of spiritual alchemy to the
emergence of Rosicrucianism and Christian theosophy in the seventeenth century, and from post-
enlightenment aspects of Romanticism and occultism to the present-day New Age movement.
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From reader reviews:

Derek Wire:

Within other case, little folks like to read book Gnosis and Hermeticism from Antiquity to Modern Times
(SUNY Series in Western Esoteric Traditions). You can choose the best book if you want reading a book.
Provided that we know about how is important the book Gnosis and Hermeticism from Antiquity to Modern
Times (SUNY Series in Western Esoteric Traditions). You can add knowledge and of course you can around
the world by just a book. Absolutely right, since from book you can learn everything! From your country
until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple point until wonderful thing you
are able to know that. In this era, we could open a book or perhaps searching by internet device. It is called
e-book. You need to use it when you feel fed up to go to the library. Let's read.

Ignacio Lewis:

Playing with family within a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Gnosis and Hermeticism from
Antiquity to Modern Times (SUNY Series in Western Esoteric Traditions), you can enjoy both. It is very
good combination right, you still desire to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh seriously its mind
hangout people. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Glenn Bail:

This Gnosis and Hermeticism from Antiquity to Modern Times (SUNY Series in Western Esoteric
Traditions) is brand-new way for you who has intense curiosity to look for some information because it relief
your hunger associated with. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know otherwise you
who still having little bit of digest in reading this Gnosis and Hermeticism from Antiquity to Modern Times
(SUNY Series in Western Esoteric Traditions) can be the light food to suit your needs because the
information inside this specific book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books develop itself in the form
that is reachable by anyone, yep I mean in the e-book type. People who think that in e-book form make them
feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is not any in reading a guide especially this one. You
can find actually looking for. It should be here for you actually. So , don't miss it! Just read this e-book style
for your better life and knowledge.

Jonathan Smith:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from a book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that filled update of news. With this
modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can



add your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just
seeking the Gnosis and Hermeticism from Antiquity to Modern Times (SUNY Series in Western Esoteric
Traditions) when you necessary it?
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