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Located twenty miles south of Detroit where the Detroit River meets Lake Erie, Bob-lo Island was the
ultimate summer playground for families from Detroit and Windsor for nearly one hundred years. In its
heyday, the island housed an amusement park with one of the world's largest dance halls, an elegant
restaurant, and a hand-carved carousel. It also employed two large Frank Kirby-designed ferry steamers-
complete with dancing and other entertainment-to transport patrons to and from the island, which was not
accessible by car. In Summer Dreams, author Patrick Livingston tells the story of Bob-lo from its discovery
by French explorers to its subsequent use by missionaries, British military men, escaped slaves, farmers, and
finally the wealthy class, who developed the island as a summer resort.

It was not until the Detroit, Belle Isle, and Windsor Ferry Company, looking to expand its business ventures,
bought the island in 1898 that Bob-lo became known as a destination for Detroit's burgeoning middle class.
The park provided the perfect place for Detroiters to dance and play and simply escape the whirlwind of
what was rapidly becoming an industrial and mechanized city. Livingston notes that operation of the park
presented special challenges to management teams over the course of the century, particularly in the running
of its U.S.-based steamers and competition with modern amusement parks that could be reached by car.
Livingston chronicles the island's recent history, including the final closure of the park in 1993, the
auctioning of its steamers and rides, and its redevelopment as a community of multimillion-dollar homes.

With illustrations and personal profiles added to its historical narrative, Summer Dreams recounts the phases
of Bob-lo's history and its importance to natives of Detroit, Windsor, and Amherstburg. Local historians and
anyone with roots in Detroit and the Border Cities will enjoy this informative volume.
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From reader reviews:

Deanna Ratliff:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until finally adult are different content. We all know that
that book is very important for people. The book Summer Dreams: The Story of Bob-lo Island (Great Lakes
Books Series) has been making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The reserve Summer Dreams: The Story of Bob-lo Island (Great
Lakes Books Series) is not only giving you considerably more new information but also being your friend
when you feel bored. You can spend your spend time to read your book. Try to make relationship together
with the book Summer Dreams: The Story of Bob-lo Island (Great Lakes Books Series). You never feel lose
out for everything when you read some books.

Gerald Toups:

The publication untitled Summer Dreams: The Story of Bob-lo Island (Great Lakes Books Series) is the
publication that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown
to anyone. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The author was did
a lot of exploration when write the book, to ensure the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-book of Summer Dreams: The Story of Bob-lo Island (Great
Lakes Books Series) from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free time.

Mike Costello:

Reading can called imagination hangout, why? Because when you are reading a book specifically book
entitled Summer Dreams: The Story of Bob-lo Island (Great Lakes Books Series) your thoughts will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unknown for but surely will end up your
mind friends. Imaging each word written in a publication then become one web form conclusion and
explanation in which maybe you never get previous to. The Summer Dreams: The Story of Bob-lo Island
(Great Lakes Books Series) giving you yet another experience more than blown away your mind but also
giving you useful information for your better life on this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern the
following is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished examining it, like winning a sport.
Do you want to try this extraordinary paying spare time activity?

Martin Song:

Summer Dreams: The Story of Bob-lo Island (Great Lakes Books Series) can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The article author giving his/her effort to get every word into enjoyment
arrangement in writing Summer Dreams: The Story of Bob-lo Island (Great Lakes Books Series) but doesn't
forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource information that maybe you



can be considered one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into brand new stage of crucial
pondering.
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