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In two 1997 decisions, the Supreme Court ruled that there is no constitutional right to physician-assisted
suicide. Yet for many people this concept strikes to the heart of our sense of liberty even as it tugs at our
hearts in the face of human suffering.

Lethal Judgments examines those cases, the law surrounding the plaintiffs' claims, and the moral debate over
physician-assisted suicide. A concise and gracefully written overview of one of the most complex and
contentious areas of American law, it lays out the conflict between individuals supporting privacy rights, due
process, and equal protection, and those for whom moral and ethical considerations trump such concepts.

Noted constitutional scholar Melvin Urofsky discusses the tangled legal, historical, ethical, and medical
issues related to right-to-die arguments, then examines the Supreme Court's position in Washington v.
Glucksberg and Quill v. Vacco. He shows how these 1997 cases relate to two other famous cases—Karen
Ann Quinlan and Nancy Beth Cruzan—and carries the controversy up to the recent trials of Dr. Jack
Kevorkian. Urofsky considers the many facets of this knotty argument. He differentiates between
discontinuation of medical treatment, assisted suicide, and active euthanasia, and he sensitively examines the
issue's social and religious contexts to enable readers to see both sides of the dispute. He also shows that in
its ruling the Supreme Court did not slam the door on the subject but left it ajar by allowing states to legislate
on the matter as Oregon has already done.

By treating assisted suicide simply as a legal question, observes Urofsky, we miss the real importance of the
issue. For patients with AIDS, cancer, and other debilitating illnesses—or even for those feeble from
age—physician-assisted suicide is an expression of personal autonomy, and as modern medicine learns new
ways to prolong life, more and more people will seek to exercise this option. Because right-to-die cases are
likely to come before the high court again, this book provides students and general readers with a timely
appreciation of their importance for legal theory and a useful way to reflect upon the choice between life and
death.
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From reader reviews:

Jonathan Flannagan:

This Lethal Judgments: Assisted Suicide and American Law (Landmark Law Cases & American Society)
book is simply not ordinary book, you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by
reading this book will be information inside this guide incredible fresh, you will get information which is
getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will get. This kind of Lethal Judgments: Assisted Suicide
and American Law (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) without we realize teach the one who
reading it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't always be worry Lethal Judgments: Assisted
Suicide and American Law (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) can bring if you are and not make
your tote space or bookshelves' come to be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even
phone. This Lethal Judgments: Assisted Suicide and American Law (Landmark Law Cases & American
Society) having very good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in
reading.

Ellen Farnsworth:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they free time just watching TV, or even
playing video games all day long. If you need to try to find a new activity honestly, that is look different you
can read the book. It is really fun for yourself. If you enjoy the book that you just read you can spent all day
every day to reading a guide. The book Lethal Judgments: Assisted Suicide and American Law (Landmark
Law Cases & American Society) it is extremely good to read. There are a lot of individuals who
recommended this book. These were enjoying reading this book. When you did not have enough space to
bring this book you can buy typically the e-book. You can m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Andrea Whitt:

Why? Because this Lethal Judgments: Assisted Suicide and American Law (Landmark Law Cases &
American Society) is an unordinary book that the inside of the book waiting for you to snap that but latter it
will jolt you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who else write the
book in such remarkable way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This phenomenal book will give you a lot of rewards than the other book have such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking technique. So , still want to hold off having that book?
If I were being you I will go to the book store hurriedly.

Dixie Santiago:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your selected book? Or your book seemed to be rare?



Why so many question for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes
reading, not only science book but novel and Lethal Judgments: Assisted Suicide and American Law
(Landmark Law Cases & American Society) as well as others sources were given understanding for you.
After you know how the good a book, you feel would like to read more and more. Science e-book was
created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to increase their knowledge.
In other case, beside science guide, any other book likes Lethal Judgments: Assisted Suicide and American
Law (Landmark Law Cases & American Society) to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of
book like this.
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