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Edmund Spenser's innovative poetic works have a central place in the canon of English literature. Yet he is
remembered as a morally flawed, self-interested sycophant; complicit in England's ruthless colonisation of
Ireland; in Karl Marx's words, 'Elizabeth's arse-kissing poet'-- a man on the make who aspired to be at court
and who was prepared to exploit the Irish to get what he wanted.

In his vibrant and vivid book, the first biography of the poet for 60 years, Andrew Hadfield finds a more
complex and subtle Spenser. How did a man who seemed destined to become a priest or a don become
embroiled in politics? If he was intent on social climbing, why was he so astonishingly rude to the good and
the great Lord Burghley, the earl of Leicester, Sir Walter Ralegh, Elizabeth I and James VI? Why was he
more at home with 'the middling sort' -- writers, publishers and printers, bureaucrats, soldiers, academics,
secretaries, and clergymen -- than with the mighty and the powerful? How did the appalling slaughter he
witnessed in Ireland impact on his imaginative powers? How did his marriage and family life shape his
work?

Spenser's brilliant writing has always challenged our preconceptions. So too, Hadfield shows, does the
contradictory relationship between his between life and his art.
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From reader reviews:

Patti Metivier:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children until eventually adult are different content. As we
know that book is very important for people. The book Edmund Spenser: A Life had been making you to
know about other know-how and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages
for you. The e-book Edmund Spenser: A Life is not only giving you a lot more new information but also
being your friend when you truly feel bored. You can spend your current spend time to read your guide. Try
to make relationship using the book Edmund Spenser: A Life. You never experience lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Victor Green:

The book untitled Edmund Spenser: A Life contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her
idea with easy way. The language is very clear and understandable all the people, so do not worry, you can
easy to read it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author provides you in the new period of time
of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can continue reading your smart phone, or
device, so you can read the book with anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide
open their official web-site and order it. Have a nice go through.

Teresa Dawkins:

Is it you who having spare time after that spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or
just telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Edmund Spenser: A Life can be the
reply, oh how comes? A book you know. You are and so out of date, spending your extra time by reading in
this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the others?

Christina Webb:

A lot of reserve has printed but it differs. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose the
most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is known as of
book Edmund Spenser: A Life. Contain your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it might add
your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most essential that, you must aware about e-
book. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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