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In the early twentieth century, Chinese traditional architecture and the French-derived methods of the École
des Beaux-Arts converged in the United States when Chinese students were given scholarships to train as
architects at American universities whose design curricula were dominated by Beaux-Arts methods. Upon
their return home in the 1920s and 1930s, these graduates began to practice architecture and create China s
first architectural schools, often transferring a version of what they had learned in the U.S. to Chinese
situations. The resulting complex series of design-related transplantations had major implications for China
between 1911 and 1949, as it simultaneously underwent cataclysmic social, economic, and political changes.
After 1949 and the founding of the People s Republic, China experienced a radically different wave of
influence from the Beaux-Arts through advisors from the Soviet Union who, first under Stalin and later
Khrushchev, brought Beaux-Arts ideals in the guise of socialist progress. In the early twenty-first century,
China is still feeling the effects of these events.

Chinese Architecture and the Beaux-Arts examines the coalescing of the two major architectural systems,
placing significant shifts in architectural theory and practice in China within relevant, contemporary,
cultural, and educational contexts. Fifteen major scholars from around the world analyze and synthesize
these crucial events to shed light on the dramatic architectural and urban changes occurring in China today
many of which have global ramifications.

This stimulating and generously illustrated work is divided into three sections, framed by an introduction and
a postscript. The first focuses on the convergence of Chinese architecture and the École des Beaux-Arts,
outlining the salient aspects of each and suggesting how and why the two met in the U.S. The second section
centers on the question of how Chinese architects were influenced by the Beaux-Arts and how Chinese
architecture was changed as a result. The third takes an even closer look at the Beaux-Arts influence,
addressing how innovative practices, new schools of architecture, and buildings whose designs were linked
to Beaux-Arts assumptions led to distinctive new paradigms that were rooted in a changing China. By virtue
of its scope, scale, and scholarship, this volume promises to become a classic in the fields of Chinese and
Western architectural history.
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From reader reviews:

Andrew Schulz:

Have you spare time for a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity with regard to spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time to take a
wander, shopping, or went to the particular Mall. How about open or even read a book called Chinese
Architecture and the Beaux-Arts (Spatial Habitus: Making and Meaning in Asia's Architecture) (Spatial
Habitus: Making and Meaning in Asia's Vernacular Architecture)? Maybe it is to get best activity for you.
You understand beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can cleverer than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other opinion?

Paul Ring:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the spare time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , when we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely without a
doubt. People is human not only a robot. Then we consult again, what kind of activity are you experiencing
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever
try this one, reading books. It can be your alternative with spending your spare time, often the book you have
read is actually Chinese Architecture and the Beaux-Arts (Spatial Habitus: Making and Meaning in Asia's
Architecture) (Spatial Habitus: Making and Meaning in Asia's Vernacular Architecture).

Don Numbers:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Chinese Architecture and the Beaux-Arts (Spatial Habitus: Making and Meaning in Asia's
Architecture) (Spatial Habitus: Making and Meaning in Asia's Vernacular Architecture) your brain will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a e-book then become one type conclusion
and explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The Chinese Architecture and the Beaux-Arts (Spatial
Habitus: Making and Meaning in Asia's Architecture) (Spatial Habitus: Making and Meaning in Asia's
Vernacular Architecture) giving you a different experience more than blown away the mind but also giving
you useful data for your better life within this era. So now let us teach you the relaxing pattern at this point is
your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning a game. Do you
want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Irma Murray:

Many people spending their time frame by playing outside having friends, fun activity with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading through a
book. Ugh, ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok



you can have the e-book, delivering everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Chinese Architecture and
the Beaux-Arts (Spatial Habitus: Making and Meaning in Asia's Architecture) (Spatial Habitus: Making and
Meaning in Asia's Vernacular Architecture) which is finding the e-book version. So , why not try out this
book? Let's see.
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