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This pioneering work is the first to trace how our understanding of the causes of human behavior has
changed radically over the course of European and American cultural history since 1830. Focusing on the act
of murder, as documented vividly by more than a hundred novels including Crime and Punishment, An
American Tragedy, The Trial, and Lolita, Stephen Kern devotes each chapter of A Cultural History of
Causality to examining a specific causal factor or motive for murder--ancestry, childhood, language,
sexuality, emotion, mind, society, and ideology. In addition to drawing on particular novels, each chapter
considers the sciences (genetics, endocrinology, physiology, neuroscience) and systems of thought
(psychoanalysis, linguistics, sociology, forensic psychiatry, and existential philosophy) most germane to
each causal factor or motive.

Kern identifies five shifts in thinking about causality, shifts toward increasing specificity, multiplicity,
complexity, probability, and uncertainty. He argues that the more researchers learned about the causes of
human behavior, the more they realized how much more there was to know and how little they knew about
what they thought they knew. The book closes by considering the revolutionary impact of quantum theory,
which, though it influenced novelists only marginally, shattered the model of causal understanding that had
dominated Western thought since the seventeenth century.

Others have addressed changing ideas about causality in specific areas, but no one has tackled a broad
cultural history of this concept as does Stephen Kern in this engagingly written and lucidly argued book.
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From reader reviews:

Byron Sierra:

What do you about book? It is not important along with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy person?
If you don't have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question
mainly because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes,
it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this particular A Cultural History of
Causality: Science, Murder Novels, and Systems of Thought to read.

Eric Johnson:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be change about what going on or data even knowledge
to make all of them keep up with the era which is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This A Cultural History of Causality: Science,
Murder Novels, and Systems of Thought is our recommendation to make you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Donna Graham:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside using friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by examining a book. Ugh, do
you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you
can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like A Cultural History of
Causality: Science, Murder Novels, and Systems of Thought which is keeping the e-book version. So , why
not try out this book? Let's notice.

Carl Johnson:

Is it anyone who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This A Cultural History of Causality: Science,
Murder Novels, and Systems of Thought can be the solution, oh how comes? The new book you know. You
are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by reading in this completely new era is common not
a nerd activity. So what these guides have than the others?
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