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Jean-Jacques Rousseau has a claim to be ranked above even Karl Marx as the political philosopher who has
most influenced everyday life. His much-read philosophy of education alone would qualify him for a high
place, but his political theory is even more important: decisions affecting millions of people were made
based on the reading of certain lines of the Social Contract. Yet while politicians and scholars have studied
this book for 250 years, almost no agreement exists on how to interpret its central concept: freedom.
Rousseau's theory of freedom has led him to be called everything from the greatest prophet of individual
liberty to the designer of the first totalitarian state.

This book offers a new, unifying interpretation of the theory of freedom in the Social Contract. Simpson
gives a careful analysis of Rousseau's theory of the social pact, and then examines the kinds of freedom that
it brings about, showing how Rousseau's individualist and collectivist aspects fit into a larger and logically
coherent theory of human liberty. Simpson's book not only helps us to understand one of the pre-eminent
political minds of the 18th century, but also brings us into closer conversation with those he influenced, who
have done so much to shape our world. And in light of the interest in contemporary contractualist
philosophers like Rawls, Scanlon, and Gauthier, readers will find it worthwhile to return to the thinker who
offers one of the most radical, profound, and insightful theories of the social contract ever devised.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Flynn:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive currently, people have
do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the crowded place and notice by surrounding.
One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated the item for a while is reading. Yeah, by
reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than other is high. For you who
want to start reading the book, we give you this kind of Rousseau's Theory of Freedom (Bloomsbury Studies
in Philosophy) book as starter and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Paul Lopez:

Nowadays reading books are more than want or need but also be a life style. This reading habit give you lot
of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book which
improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book you read, if you
want drive more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want feel happy read one along with
theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Rousseau's Theory of Freedom (Bloomsbury Studies in
Philosophy) is kind of publication which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Jennifer Klein:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition details. Even you love Rousseau's Theory of Freedom
(Bloomsbury Studies in Philosophy), you can enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss
it? What kind of hangout type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout guys. What? Still don't understand it, oh
come on its called reading friends.

Kurt Bohnert:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you actually, why because this Rousseau's Theory of Freedom
(Bloomsbury Studies in Philosophy) guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to
make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written in good manner for you,
leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still
skepticism Rousseau's Theory of Freedom (Bloomsbury Studies in Philosophy) as good book not simply by
the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its protect, so
do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense
already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.
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