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Increasingly today nation-states are entering into agreements that involve the sharing or surrendering of parts
of their sovereign powers and often leave the cession of authority incomplete or vague. But until now, we
have known surprisingly little about how international actors design and implement these mixed-sovereignty
arrangements. Contracting States uses the concept of "incomplete contracts'--agreements that are
intentionally ambiguous and subject to future renegotiation--to explain how states divide and transfer their
sovereign territory and functions, and demonstrate why some of these arrangements offer stable and lasting
solutions while others ultimately collapse.

Building on important advances in economics and law, Alexander Cooley and Hendrik Spruyt develop a
highly original, interdisciplinary approach and apply it to a broad range of cases involving international
sovereign political integration and disintegration. The authors reveal the importance of incomplete
contracting in the decolonization of territories once held by Europe and the Soviet Union; U.S. overseas
military basing agreements with host countries; and in regional economic-integration agreements such as the
European Union. Cooley and Spruyt examine contemporary problems such as the Arab-Israeli dispute over
water resources, and show why the international community inadequately prepared for Kosovo's
independence.

Contracting States provides guidance to international policymakers about how states with equally legitimate
claims on the same territory or asset can create flexible, durable solutions and avoid violent conflict.
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From reader reviews:
Joseph Bolden:

The book Contracting States: Sovereign Transfersin International Relations gives you the sense of being
enjoy for your spare time. Y ou should use to make your capable alot more increase. Book can to be your
best friend when you getting tension or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make
reading abook Contracting States: Sovereign Transfersin International Relations to be your habit, you can
get much more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about severa or al subjects.

Y ou may know everything if you like open up and read a book Contracting States. Sovereign Transfersin
International Relations. Kinds of book are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or other
people. So , how do you think about this book?

Susan Williams:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make
professionals understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find alot of referrals to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.

Y ou will observe that now, alot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that
recommended to your account is Contracting States: Sovereign Transfersin International Relationsthis e-
book consist alot of the information from the condition of this world now. That book was represented how
does the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand.
The actual writer made some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable al of you.

John Bullard:

Aswe know that book is very important thing to add our expertise for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we would like. A book is arange of written, printed, illustrated or even blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This reserve Contracting States: Sovereign Transfersin International Relations was
filled in relation to science. Spend your extratime to add your knowledge about your research competence.
Some peopl e has distinct feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can
experience enjoy to read areserve. In the modern eralike right now, many ways to get book that you just
wanted.

Martin Kelley:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This particular book Contracting States: Sovereign Transfersin
International Relations was colourful and of course has pictures on there. Aswe know that book Contracting
States: Sovereign Transfersin International Relations has many kinds or category. Start from kids until
teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the character
on there. Therefore, not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun and rest.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading that will.
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