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Since its emergence from the ghettoes of West Kingston, Jamaica in the 1930s, the Rastafarian Movement
has been transformed from an obscure group of outcasts to a vibrant movement that has not only become
firmly entrenched in Jamaican society, but has successfully expanded beyond the Caribbean to North
America, the British Isles, and Africa. Ennis Barrington Edmonds provides a compelling portrait of the
Rastafarian phenomenon and chronicles how a once-obscure group, much maligned and persecuted, became
a dominant cultural force in the world today. Edmonds charts the evolution of the relationship between
Rastafari and the wider Jamaican society. In the early years of the movement, there was outright
confrontation and repression, as Rastas were seen as a threat to Jamaican society. This evolved into a
grudging tolerance and eventually an aggressive appropriation of Rastafarian symbols in the 1970s and
1980s--as evidenced by the veritable coronation of reggae artist Bob Marley--resulting in the culture tourism
of the late twentieth century. Edmonds focuses in particular on the internal development of Rastafarianism as
a social movement, with its network of houses (small, informal groups that form around leading Rastas) and
mansions (larger, more communal associations), to track the process of this strikingly successful integration.
He further demonstrates how Rastafarian artistic creativity, especially in fashioning the music and message
of reggae, was a significant factor in the transition of Rastas from the status of outcasts to the position of
culture bearers. Rastafari presents an intimate account of a unique movement, which over the course of
several decades had entrenched itself in Jamaican society and has become the international cultural and
political force it is today.
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From reader reviews:

Amanda Mathis:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not involve people to be aware of each info they get. How many people to
be smart in getting any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Rastafari: From Outcasts to Culture
Bearers book because book offers you rich info and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred per
cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Jeanne Pratt:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your
free time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the reserve untitled Rastafari: From Outcasts to Culture Bearers can be very
good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Robert Price:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. A single activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you are ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Rastafari: From Outcasts to
Culture Bearers, it is possible to enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire to miss it? What
kind of hang type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout men. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Ashley Robinette:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book when
compared with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this time you only find guide that
need more time to be examine. Rastafari: From Outcasts to Culture Bearers can be your answer because it
can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.
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