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As Deirdre Clemente shows in this lively history of fashion on American college campuses, whether it's
jeans and sneakers or khakis with a polo shirt, chances are college kids made it cool. The modern casual
American wardrobe, Clemente argues, was born in the classrooms, dormitories, fraternity and sorority
houses, and gyms of universities and colleges across the country. As young people gained increasing social
and cultural clout during the early twentieth century, their tastes transformed mainstream fashion from
collared and corseted to comfortable. From east coast to west and from the Ivy League to historically black
colleges and universities, changing styles reflected new ways of defining the value of personal appearance,
and, by extension, new possibilities for creating one's identity.

The pace of change in fashion options, however, was hardly equal. Race, class, and gender shaped the
adoption of casual style, and young women faced particular backlash both from older generations and from
their male peers. Nevertheless, as coeds fought dress codes and stereotypes, they joined men in pushing new
styles beyond the campus, into dance halls, theaters, homes, and workplaces. Thanks to these shifts, today's
casual style provides a middle ground for people of all backgrounds, redefining the meaning of appearance in
American culture.
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From reader reviews:

Sandra Snyder:

This book untitled Dress Casual: How College Students Redefined American Style (Gender and American
Culture) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this guide you
can get a lot of benefit on it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retailer or you can order
it via online. The publisher on this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quickly to read this book, because
you can read this book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication
from your list.

Jane Kim:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style with this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot
of information that could give you benefit in your life. Together with book everyone in this world could
share their idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their
story or perhaps their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the books. But also they write about the
data about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
kids, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve their
talent in writing, they also doing some investigation before they write on their book. One of them is this
Dress Casual: How College Students Redefined American Style (Gender and American Culture).

David McCabe:

The particular book Dress Casual: How College Students Redefined American Style (Gender and American
Culture) has a lot associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book
was written by the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research previous to write this book. This
specific book very easy to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Allison Morales:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Dress Casual: How College Students
Redefined American Style (Gender and American Culture) guide written by well-known writer we are
excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who read the book. Written with good
manner for you, leaking every ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you
still skepticism Dress Casual: How College Students Redefined American Style (Gender and American
Culture) as good book not simply by the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can
break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh
come on your reading through sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to a different sixth
sense.
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