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The myth of the peace-loving "noble savage" is persistent and pernicious. Indeed, for the last fifty years,
most popular and scholarly works have agreed that prehistoric warfare was rare, harmless, unimportant, and,
like smallpox, a disease of civilized societies alone. Prehistoric warfare, according to this view, was little
more than a ritualized game, where casualties were limited and the effects of aggression relatively mild.
Lawrence Keeley's groundbreaking War Before Civilization offers a devastating rebuttal to such comfortable
myths and debunks the notion that warfare was introduced to primitive societies through contact with
civilization (an idea he denounces as "the pacification of the past").
Building on much fascinating archeological and historical research and offering an astute comparison of
warfare in civilized and prehistoric societies, from modern European states to the Plains Indians of North
America, War Before Civilization convincingly demonstrates that prehistoric warfare was in fact more
deadly, more frequent, and more ruthless than modern war. To support this point, Keeley provides a wide-
ranging look at warfare and brutality in the prehistoric world. He reveals, for instance, that prehistorical
tactics favoring raids and ambushes, as opposed to formal battles, often yielded a high death-rate; that adult
males falling into the hands of their enemies were almost universally killed; and that surprise raids seldom
spared even women and children. Keeley cites evidence of ancient massacres in many areas of the world,
including the discovery in South Dakota of a prehistoric mass grave containing the remains of over 500
scalped and mutilated men, women, and children (a slaughter that took place a century and a half before the
arrival of Columbus). In addition, Keeley surveys the prevalence of looting, destruction, and trophy-taking in
all kinds of warfare and again finds little moral distinction between ancient warriors and civilized armies.
Finally, and perhaps most controversially, he examines the evidence of cannibalism among some preliterate
peoples.
Keeley is a seasoned writer and his book is packed with vivid, eye-opening details (for instance, that the
homicide rate of prehistoric Illinois villagers may have exceeded that of the modern United States by some
70 times). But he also goes beyond grisly facts to address the larger moral and philosophical issues raised by
his work. What are the causes of war? Are human beings inherently violent? How can we ensure peace in
our own time? Challenging some of our most dearly held beliefs, Keeley's conclusions are bound to stir
controversy.
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From reader reviews:

David Colon:

The experience that you get from War Before Civilization: The Myth of the Peaceful Savage may be the
more deep you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get interested in reading it.
It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but War Before Civilization: The Myth of the Peaceful
Savage giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in specific way that can be
understood by anyone who read the idea because the author of this publication is well-known enough. This
specific book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can
go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this War Before
Civilization: The Myth of the Peaceful Savage instantly.

Katherine Herron:

The reserve untitled War Before Civilization: The Myth of the Peaceful Savage is the publication that
recommended to you to see. You can see the quality of the guide content that will be shown to you actually.
The language that author use to explained their way of doing something is easily to understand. The writer
was did a lot of analysis when write the book, and so the information that they share to your account is
absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of War Before Civilization: The Myth of the
Peaceful Savage from the publisher to make you far more enjoy free time.

Jason Savage:

Beside this kind of War Before Civilization: The Myth of the Peaceful Savage in your phone, it might give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you might got
here is fresh from oven so don't possibly be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow village. It is
good thing to have War Before Civilization: The Myth of the Peaceful Savage because this book offers to
your account readable information. Do you at times have book but you seldom get what it's interesting
features of. Oh come on, that won't happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this
book and read it from now!

Jimmy Dolce:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a publication we can know
everything you want. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year has
been exactly added. This guide War Before Civilization: The Myth of the Peaceful Savage was filled about
science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people has
distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you know how big benefit of a book, you can experience
enjoy to read a reserve. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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