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A little over 170 years ago--hardly a moment on the clock of history--one half of the United States was
empty of all but Indians and the plants and game on which they subsisted. Indeed, acquiring the Louisiana
Territory approximately doubled the size of the United States, adding 800,000 square miles of land that had
scarcely been explored or adequately mapped. Americans would be given an in-depth look this rugged and
untamed land only when Secretary of War John C. Calhoun and President James Monroe agreed that a
military presence at the mouth of the Yellowstone River (near the boundary between North Dakota and
Montana) would impress the Indians and serve notice to Canadian trappers and traders that some of their
favorite beaver country was now part of the United States.
In The Natural History of the Long Expedition to the Rocky Mountains (1819- 1820), Howard E. Evans
offers a colorful history of the expedition of Major Stephen H. Long--the first scientific exploration of the
Louisiana Territory to be accompanied by trained naturalists and artists. Made up of twenty-two men--
military personnel and "scientific gentlemen"--the Long Expedition struggled on foot and horseback along
the Front Range of the Rockies, living off the land, recording rivers and landforms, shooting birds, plucking
plants, and catching lizards and insects to preserve for study. They were often thirsty and hungry, sometimes
ill, and always tired. But theirs was an experience awarded to only a chosen few: the opportunity to see and
record firsthand the pristine lands that so majestically defined the United States.
Based primarily on the expedition members' reports and diaries, and often told in the participants' own
words, this fascinating chronicle transports readers back to the near-virgin wilderness of 1820. We
accompany naturalist Edwin James as he becomes the first man to climb Pike's Peak, and roam with him in
his dual role as botanist, collecting a multitude of flora specimens, 140 of which were described by him and
others as new. We sit with artist Samuel Seymour as he sketches in vivid detail the panorama of breathtaking
peaks and prominent landforms, travel along with Titian Peale as he visits the homes of Native Americans
and records with an artist's keen eye and gifted hand the intense beauty of this land's first inhabitants, and go
exploring with zoologist Thomas Say as he describes never before seen mammals, birds, amphibians,
reptiles, and insects. Beautifully illustrated with crisp reproductions of Peale and Seymour's art, as well as
photographs of the many plants and insects described by James and Say, The Natural History of the Long
Expedition to the Rocky Mountains (1819-1820) offers a vivid account of this monumental expedition.
The story of the Long Expedition has been told before, but without due recognition of the party's great
contributions to natural history. Now, anyone interested in the early history of the American West can
witness for themselves how this vast and varied land looked and felt when it was first seen by trained
scientists and artists.
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From reader reviews:

Randy North:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
publication has different type. Some people sense enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they have because their hobby will be reading a book. What about the person who don't
like examining a book? Sometime, person feel need book once they found difficult problem or exercise.
Well, probably you will want this The Natural History of the Long Expedition to the Rocky Mountains
(1819-1820).

Joshua Dunleavy:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you require
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your free time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have extra
time? What did you do? Every person has many questions above. They must answer that question since just
their can do this. It said that about publication. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is appropriate.
Because start from on kindergarten until university need this The Natural History of the Long Expedition to
the Rocky Mountains (1819-1820) to read.

Larry Cain:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge your information
inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The knowledge you get based on what
kind of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
sense happy read one along with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Often the The Natural
History of the Long Expedition to the Rocky Mountains (1819-1820) is kind of reserve which is giving the
reader unpredictable experience.

Joe Garner:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their down time with their family,
or their particular friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the reserve untitled The Natural History of the Long Expedition to the
Rocky Mountains (1819-1820) can be good book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.
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