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In this richly illustrated study, the first book-length exploration of illusionistic art in the early United States,
Wendy Bellion investigates Americans' experiences with material forms of visual deception and argues that
encounters with illusory art shaped their understanding of knowledge, representation, and subjectivity
between 1790 and 1825. Focusing on the work of the well-known Peale family and their Philadelphia
Museum, as well as other Philadelphians, Bellion explores the range of illusions encountered in public
spaces, from trompe l'oeil paintings and drawings at art exhibitions to ephemeral displays of phantasmagoria,
"Invisible Ladies," and other spectacles of deception.

Bellion reconstructs the elite and vernacular sites where such art and objects appeared and argues that early
national exhibitions doubled as spaces of citizen formation. Within a post-Revolutionary culture troubled by
the social and political consequences of deception, keen perception signified able citizenship. Setting
illusions into dialogue with Enlightenment cultures of science, print, politics, and the senses, Citizen
Spectator demonstrates that pictorial and optical illusions functioned to cultivate but also to confound
discernment. Bellion reveals the equivocal nature of illusion during the early republic, mapping its changing
forms and functions, and uncovers surprising links between early American art, culture, and citizenship.
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From reader reviews:

Paulette Cantu:

This Citizen Spectator: Art, Illusion, and Visual Perception in Early National America (Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) tend to be reliable for
you who want to be a successful person, why. The key reason why of this Citizen Spectator: Art, Illusion,
and Visual Perception in Early National America (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American
History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) can be among the great books you must have is giving you
more than just simple looking at food but feed anyone with information that maybe will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it everywhere and whenever your conditions in the e-book and
printed kinds. Beside that this Citizen Spectator: Art, Illusion, and Visual Perception in Early National
America (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg,
Virginia) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial of critical
thinking that could it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and luxuriate in reading.

David Johnston:

The reserve with title Citizen Spectator: Art, Illusion, and Visual Perception in Early National America
(Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia)
posesses a lot of information that you can understand it. You can get a lot of profit after read this book. This
specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this reserve represented the condition of the
world now. That is important to yo7u to know how the improvement of the world. This kind of book will
bring you throughout new era of the globalization. You can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can
read the idea anywhere you want.

Aida Zambrana:

This Citizen Spectator: Art, Illusion, and Visual Perception in Early National America (Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) is great publication for
you because the content which can be full of information for you who always deal with world and possess to
make decision every minute. This book reveal it data accurately using great organize word or we can state no
rambling sentences in it. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only
will give you straight forward sentences but hard core information with beautiful delivering sentences.
Having Citizen Spectator: Art, Illusion, and Visual Perception in Early National America (Published for the
Omohundro Institute of Early American History and Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, information in it is not ridiculous one particular. We can say that no guide
that offer you world within ten or fifteen moment right but this publication already do that. So , it is good
reading book. Hi Mr. and Mrs. busy do you still doubt this?



Lester Baker:

Many people said that they feel fed up when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt that when they get
a half portions of the book. You can choose the particular book Citizen Spectator: Art, Illusion, and Visual
Perception in Early National America (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and
Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) to make your reading is interesting. Your personal skill of reading ability is
developing when you just like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the impression about book and reading through especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like
to open up a book and go through it. Beside that the publication Citizen Spectator: Art, Illusion, and Visual
Perception in Early National America (Published for the Omohundro Institute of Early American History and
Culture, Williamsburg, Virginia) can to be your new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what
must you're doing of that time.
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