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In their personal lives, people consider it essential to separate economics and intimacy. We have, for
example, a long-standing taboo against workplace romance, while we see marital love as different from
prostitution because it is not a fundamentally financial exchange. In The Purchase of Intimacy, Viviana
Zelizer mounts a provocative challenge to this view. Getting to the heart of one of life's greatest taboos, she
shows how we all use economic activity to create, maintain, and renegotiate important ties--especially
intimate ties--to other people.

In everyday life, we invest intense effort and worry to strike the right balance. For example, when a wife's
income equals or surpasses her husband's, how much more time should the man devote to household chores
or child care? Sometimes legal disputes arise. Should the surviving partner in a same-sex relationship have
received compensation for a partner's death as a result of 9/11?

Through a host of compelling examples, Zelizer shows us why price is central to three key areas of intimacy:
sexually tinged relations; health care by family members, friends, and professionals; and household
economics. She draws both on research and materials ranging from reports on compensation to survivors of
9/11 victims to financial management Web sites and advice books for same-sex couples.

From the bedroom to the courtroom, The Purchase of Intimacy opens a fascinating new window on the inner
workings of the economic processes that pervade our private lives.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Hanlon:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this kind of aren't like that. This The Purchase of Intimacy book is readable simply by you who hate
those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience without
leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to give to you. The writer associated with The Purchase of
Intimacy content conveys the thought easily to understand by most people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the articles but it just different available as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking The Purchase of
Intimacy is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

Debbie Gagnon:

Beside this The Purchase of Intimacy in your phone, it might give you a way to get nearer to the new
knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh through the oven so don't
become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow community. It is good thing to have The
Purchase of Intimacy because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you oftentimes
have book but you would not get what it's exactly about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this in
the hand. The Enjoyable set up here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you
still want to miss the item? Find this book and also read it from now!

Holly Walker:

You will get this The Purchase of Intimacy by go to the bookstore or Mall. Just simply viewing or reviewing
it can to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this e-book are various.
Not only by means of written or printed but can you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including
now, you just looking of your mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own
personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately
make your knowledge are still upgrade. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for you.

Doris Blair:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Purchase of Intimacy was colourful and of
course has pictures around. As we know that book The Purchase of Intimacy has many kinds or type. Start
from kids until adolescents. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you
are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book are usually make you bored, any it offers you feel
happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that.
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