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From the time of itsfirst publication, Tearoom Trade engendered controversy. It was also accorded an
unusua amount of praise for afirst book on amarginal, intentionally self-effacing population by a
previously unknown sociologist. The book was quickly recognized as an important, imaginative, and useful
contribution to our understanding of "deviant” sexual activity. Describing impersonal, anonymous sexual
encountersin public restrooms—"tearooms" in the argot—the book explored the behavior of men whose
closet homosexuality was kept from their families and neighbors.

By posing as an initiate, the author was able to engage in systematic observation of homosexual actsin
public settings, and later to devel op a more complete picture of those involved by interviewing them in their
homes, again without revealing their unwitting participation in his study.

This enlarged edition of Tearoom Trade includes the original text, together with a retrospect, written by
Nicholas von Hoffman, Irving Louis Horowitz, Lee Rainwater, Donald P. Warwick, and Myron Glazer. The
material added includes a perspective on the social scientist at work and the ethical problems to which that
work may give rise, along with debate by the book's initial critics and proponents. Humphreys added a
postscript and his views on the opinion expressed in the retrospect.
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From reader reviews:
Ronald Hill:

Hey guys, do you really wants to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline
Tearoom Trade: Impersonal sex in public places (Observations) suitable to you? The particular book was
written by popular writer in this era. Often the book untitled Tearoom Trade: Impersonal sex in public places
(Observations)is one of several books this everyone read now. Thiskind of book was inspired alot of people
in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The
author explained their plan in the smple way, thus al of people can easily to comprehend the core of this
book. This book will give you agreat deal of information about this world now. In order to see the
represented of the world with this book.

Jeremy Richards:

The actual book Tearoom Trade: Impersonal sex in public places (Observations) has alot details on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get alot of profit. The book was written by the very famous
author. The writer makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can
find the point easily after looking over this book.

Floyd Eichner:

Isit a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day through watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Tearoom Trade: Impersonal sex in public
places (Observations) can be the response, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. Y ou are so out of date,
spending your time by reading in this completely new erais common not a nerd activity. So what these
guides have than the others?

William Culley:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the up-date information of year in order to year. Aswe
know those books have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the
world. By book Tearoom Trade: Impersonal sex in public places (Observations) we can consider more
advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must want to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this time book
Tearoom Trade: Impersonal sex in public places (Observations). Y ou can more pleasing than now.
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