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On June 11, 1485, in the pilgrimage town of Guadalupe, the Holy Office of the Inquisition executed Alonso
de Paredes--a converted Jew who posed an economic and political threat to the town's powerful friars--as a
heretic. Wedding engrossing narratives of Paredes and other figures with astute historical analysis, this finely
wrought study reconsiders the relationship between religious identity and political authority in late-Medieval
and early-modern Spain.

Gretchen Starr-LeBeau concentrates on the Inquisition's handling of conversos (converted Jews and their
descendants) in Guadalupe, taking religious identity to be a complex phenomenon that was constantly re-
imagined and reconstructed in light of changing personal circumstances and larger events. She demonstrates
that the Inquisition reified the ambiguous religious identities of conversos by defining them as devout or
(more often) heretical. And she argues that political figures used this definitional power of the Inquisition to
control local populations and to increase their own authority.

In the Shadow of the Virgin is unique in pointing out that the power of the Inquisition came from the
collective participation of witnesses, accusers, and even sometimes its victims. For the first time, it draws the
connection between the malleability of religious identity and the increase in early modern political authority.
It shows that, from the earliest days of the modern Spanish Inquisition, the Inquisition reflected the political
struggles and collective religious and cultural anxieties of those who were drawn into participating in it.
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From reader reviews:

Dennis Fleenor:

Throughout other case, little men and women like to read book In the Shadow of the Virgin: Inquisitors,
Friars, and "Conversos" in Guadalupe, Spain (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern
World). You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is
important a book In the Shadow of the Virgin: Inquisitors, Friars, and "Conversos" in Guadalupe, Spain
(Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern World). You can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you can be known. About simple matter until wonderful
thing you can know that. In this era, you can open a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You may use it when you feel bored stiff to go to the library. Let's examine.

Lori Morgan:

What do you consider book? It is just for students as they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has
distinct personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
desire do that. You must know how great along with important the book In the Shadow of the Virgin:
Inquisitors, Friars, and "Conversos" in Guadalupe, Spain (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to
the Modern World). All type of book is it possible to see on many sources. You can look for the internet
sources or other social media.

Nancy Hartsell:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading routine
give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the rest of the information
inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
e-book you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want sense
happy read one along with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular In the Shadow of
the Virgin: Inquisitors, Friars, and "Conversos" in Guadalupe, Spain (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the
Ancient to the Modern World) is kind of publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Mary Abrams:

You can spend your free time to study this book this reserve. This In the Shadow of the Virgin: Inquisitors,
Friars, and "Conversos" in Guadalupe, Spain (Jews, Christians, and Muslims from the Ancient to the Modern
World) is simple to bring you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you
did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is make you
better to read it. You can save the particular book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that



you will get when you buy this book.
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