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The remarkable story of how an artist and a scientist in seventeenth-century Holland transformed the
way we see the world.

On a summer day in 1674, in the small Dutch city of Delft, Antoni van Leeuwenhoek?a cloth salesman, local
bureaucrat, and self-taught natural philosopher?gazed through a tiny lens set into a brass holder and
discovered a never-before imagined world of microscopic life. At the same time, in a nearby attic, the painter
Johannes Vermeer was using another optical device, a camera obscura, to experiment with light and create
the most luminous pictures ever beheld.

“See for yourself!” was the clarion call of the 1600s. Scientists peered at nature through microscopes and
telescopes, making the discoveries in astronomy, physics, chemistry, and anatomy that ignited the Scientific
Revolution. Artists investigated nature with lenses, mirrors, and camera obscuras, creating extraordinarily
detailed paintings of flowers and insects, and scenes filled with realistic effects of light, shadow, and color.
By extending the reach of sight the new optical instruments prompted the realization that there is more than
meets the eye. But they also raised questions about how we see and what it means to see. In answering these
questions, scientists and artists in Delft changed how we perceive the world.

In Eye of the Beholder, Laura J. Snyder transports us to the streets, inns, and guildhalls of seventeenth-
century Holland, where artists and scientists gathered, and to their studios and laboratories, where they
mixed paints and prepared canvases, ground and polished lenses, examined and dissected insects and other
animals, and invented the modern notion of seeing. With charm and narrative flair Snyder brings Vermeer
and Van Leeuwenhoek?and the men and women around them?vividly to life. The story of these two geniuses
and the transformation they engendered shows us why we see the world?and our place within it?as we do
today.

16 pages of color illustrations
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Brower:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that
e-book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They
are reading whatever they take because their hobby is actually reading a book. Why not the person who don't
like reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book if they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will require this Eye of the Beholder: Johannes Vermeer, Antoni van
Leeuwenhoek, and the Reinvention of Seeing.

Diane Gonzales:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the idea for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Only you can be answered for that concern above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that
they don't need do that. You must know how great and also important the book Eye of the Beholder:
Johannes Vermeer, Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, and the Reinvention of Seeing. All type of book can you see
on many methods. You can look for the internet options or other social media.

Eula Johnson:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent
or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book as compared to can
satisfy your short space of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be
go through. Eye of the Beholder: Johannes Vermeer, Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, and the Reinvention of
Seeing can be your answer mainly because it can be read by you actually who have those short extra time
problems.

Jesse Ward:

You could spend your free time to study this book this book. This Eye of the Beholder: Johannes Vermeer,
Antoni van Leeuwenhoek, and the Reinvention of Seeing is simple to develop you can read it in the area, in
the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can
buy typically the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the particular book in your
smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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