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During the Golden Age of the Broadway musical, few director-choreographers could infuse a new musical
with dance and movement in quite the way Gower Champion could. From his earliest Broadway success
with Bye Bye Birdie to his triumphant and bittersweet valedictory, 42nd Street, musicals directed by
Champion filled the proscenium with life. At their best, they touched the heart and stirred the soul with a
skillful blend of elegance and American showmanship.

He began his career as one-half of "America's Youngest Dance Team" with Jeanne Tyler and later teamed
with his wife, dance partner, and longtime collaborator, Marge Champion. This romantic ballroom duo
danced across America in the smartest clubs and onto the television screen, performing story dances that
captivated the country. They ultimately took their talent to Hollywood, where they starred in the 1951
remake of Show Boat, Lovely to Look At, and other films. But Broadway always called to Champion, and in
1959 he was tapped to direct Bye Bye Birdie. The rest is history.

In shows like Birdie, Carnival, Hello, Dolly!, I Do! I Do!, Sugar, and 42nd Street, luminaries such as Chita
Rivera, Dick Van Dyke, Carol Channing, Mary Martin, Robert Preston, Tony Roberts, Robert Morse,
Tammy Grimes, and Jerry Orbach brought Champion's creative vision to life. Working with composers and
writers like Jerry Herman, Michael Stewart, Charles Strouse, Lee Adams, and Bob Merrill, he streamlined
the musical making it flow effortlessly with song and dance from start to finish.

John Gilvey has spoken with many of the people who worked with Champion, and in Before the Parade
Passes By he tells the life story of this most American of Broadway musical director-choreographers from
his early days dancing with Marge to his final days spent meticulously honing the visual magic of 42nd
Street. Before the Parade Passes By is the life story of one man who personified the glory of the Broadway
musical right up until the moment of his untimely death. When the curtain fell to thunderous applause on the
opening night of 42nd Street, August 25, 1980, legendary impresario David Merrick came forward, silenced
the audience, and announced that Champion had died that morning. As eminent theatre critic Ethan Mordden
has firmly put it, "the Golden Age was over."

Though the Golden Age of the Broadway musical is over, John Gilvey brings it to life again by telling the
story of Gower Champion, one of its most passionate and creative legends.
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From reader reviews:

Dominic Maddock:

The feeling that you get from Before the Parade Passes By: Gower Champion and the Glorious American
Musical is a more deep you excavating the information that hide inside words the more you get enthusiastic
about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to know but Before the Parade Passes By: Gower
Champion and the Glorious American Musical giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The author conveys
their point in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read it because the author of this
publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary increase well. So it is easy to
understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for
having this Before the Parade Passes By: Gower Champion and the Glorious American Musical instantly.

Bernie Watts:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The healthiness of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and
soon. You can see that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended
to you is Before the Parade Passes By: Gower Champion and the Glorious American Musical this
publication consist a lot of the information in the condition of this world now. This book was represented
how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to
understand. The actual writer made some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this
book ideal all of you.

Minnie Weiner:

Beside this specific Before the Parade Passes By: Gower Champion and the Glorious American Musical in
your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or information. The information and
the knowledge you will got here is fresh from your oven so don't become worry if you feel like an outdated
people live in narrow town. It is good thing to have Before the Parade Passes By: Gower Champion and the
Glorious American Musical because this book offers to you personally readable information. Do you
sometimes have book but you do not get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this within your hand. The Enjoyable agreement here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring
beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read it from today!

Jose Hackler:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information from the book. Book is prepared or printed or descriptive from each source that will filled
update of news. Within this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for you
actually. From media social like newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, new



and comic. You can add your knowledge by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the Before the Parade Passes By: Gower Champion and the Glorious American
Musical when you required it?
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