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A brilliant new reading of the economic crisis—and a plan for dealing with the challenge of its
aftermath—by one of our most trenchant and informed experts.

When the nation’s economy foundered in 2008, blame was directed almost universally at Wall Street. But
Robert B. Reich suggests a different reason for the meltdown, and for a perilous road ahead. He argues that
the real problem is structural: it lies in the increasing concentration of income and wealth at the top, and in a
middle class that has had to go deeply into debt to maintain a decent standard of living.

Persuasively and straightforwardly, Reich reveals how precarious our situation still is. The last time in
American history when wealth was so highly concentrated at the top—indeed, when the top 1 percent of the
population was paid 23 percent of the nation’s income—was in 1928, just before the Great Depression. Such
a disparity leads to ever greater booms followed by ever deeper busts.

Reich’s thoughtful and detailed account of where we are headed over the next decades reveals the essential
truth about our economy that is driving our politics and shaping our future. With keen insight, he shows us
how the middle class lacks enough purchasing power to buy what the economy can produce and has adopted
coping mechanisms that have a negative impact on their quality of life; how the rich use their increasing
wealth to speculate; and how an angrier politics emerges as more Americans conclude that the game is
rigged for the benefit of a few. Unless this trend is reversed, the Great Recession will only be repeated.

Reich’s assessment of what must be done to reverse course and ensure that prosperity is widely shared
represents the path to a necessary and long-overdue transformation. Aftershock is a practical, humane, and
much-needed blueprint for both restoring America’s economy and rebuilding our society.
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From reader reviews:

Minerva Gagliano:

Aftershock: The Next Economy and America's Future can be one of your beginner books that are good idea.
Many of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that can increase
your knowledge in terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
article author giving his/her effort to put every word into delight arrangement in writing Aftershock: The
Next Economy and America's Future however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest and
based confirm resource info that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into
brand-new stage of crucial contemplating.

John Kuykendall:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind skill or
thinking skill also analytical thinking? Then you have problem with the book in comparison with can satisfy
your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find book that need more time to be
examine. Aftershock: The Next Economy and America's Future can be your answer since it can be read by
an individual who have those short extra time problems.

Stan Smith:

It is possible to spend your free time to read this book this e-book. This Aftershock: The Next Economy and
America's Future is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well as soon.
If you did not possess much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

William Quesada:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
originating from a book. Book is published or printed or created from each source in which filled update of
news. In this modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social like newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book?
Or just looking for the Aftershock: The Next Economy and America's Future when you essential it?
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