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In Cathedrals of Science, Patrick Coffey describes how chemistry got its modern footing-how thirteen
brilliant men and one woman struggled with the laws of the universe and with each other. They wanted to
discover how the world worked, but they also wanted credit for making those discoveries, and their
personalities often affected how that credit was assigned. Gilbert Lewis, for example, could be reclusive and
resentful, and his enmity with Walther Nernst may have cost him the Nobel Prize; Irving Langmuir,
gregarious and charming, "rediscovered" Lewis's theory of the chemical bond and received much of the
credit for it. Langmuir's personality smoothed his path to the Nobel Prize over Lewis.

Coffey deals with moral and societal issues as well. These same scientists were the first to be seen by their
countries as military assets. Fritz Haber, dubbed the "father of chemical warfare," pioneered the use of
poison gas in World War I-vividly described-and Glenn Seaborg and Harold Urey were leaders in World
War II's Manhattan Project; Urey and Linus Pauling worked for nuclear disarmament after the war. Science
was not always fair, and many were excluded. The Nazis pushed Jewish scientists like Haber from their posts
in the 1930s. Anti-Semitism was also a force in American chemistry, and few women were allowed in;
Pauling, for example, used his influence to cut off the funding and block the publications of his rival,
Dorothy Wrinch.

Cathedrals of Science paints a colorful portrait of the building of modern chemistry from the late 19th to the
mid-20th century.
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From reader reviews:

Phyllis Peters:

The knowledge that you get from Cathedrals of Science: The Personalities and Rivalries That Made Modern
Chemistry is a more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you get considering
reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Cathedrals of Science: The Personalities
and Rivalries That Made Modern Chemistry giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your personal vocabulary increase
well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
propose you for having this kind of Cathedrals of Science: The Personalities and Rivalries That Made
Modern Chemistry instantly.

Louise Graham:

Reading a e-book tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that could give you benefit in your life. Using book everyone in this world can easily share their
idea. Publications can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their reader with their story as
well as their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the publications. But also they write about the
knowledge about something that you need instance. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your
young ones, there are many kinds of book which exist now. The authors on this planet always try to improve
their skill in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write on their book. One of them is this
Cathedrals of Science: The Personalities and Rivalries That Made Modern Chemistry.

Anita Sizemore:

You may get this Cathedrals of Science: The Personalities and Rivalries That Made Modern Chemistry by
look at the bookstore or Mall. Only viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve difficulty if you
get difficulties to your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only simply by written or
printed but additionally can you enjoy this book by simply e-book. In the modern era such as now, you just
looking of your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your current ways to get
more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge
are still update. Let's try to choose suitable ways for you.

Todd Robinson:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many problem for the book? But any people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes studying,
not only science book but in addition novel and Cathedrals of Science: The Personalities and Rivalries That
Made Modern Chemistry or others sources were given know-how for you. After you know how the truly
great a book, you feel wish to read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students



especially. Those books are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside science
reserve, any other book likes Cathedrals of Science: The Personalities and Rivalries That Made Modern
Chemistry to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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