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Though the U.S. Constitution guarantees the free exercise of religion, it does not specify what counts as a
religion. From its founding in the 1830s, Mormonism, a homegrown American faith, drew thousands of
converts but far more critics. In "A Peculiar People", J. Spencer Fluhman offers a comprehensive history of
anti-Mormon thought and the associated passionate debates about religious authenticity in nineteenth-century
America. He argues that understanding anti-Mormonism provides critical insight into the American psyche
because Mormonism became a potent symbol around which ideas about religion and the state took shape.
Fluhman documents how Mormonism was defamed, with attacks often aimed at polygamy, and shows how
the new faith supplied a social enemy for a public agitated by the popular press and wracked with social and
economic instability. Taking the story to the turn of the century, Fluhman demonstrates how Mormonism's
own transformations, the result of both choice and outside force, sapped the strength of the worst anti-
Mormon vitriol, triggering the acceptance of Utah into the Union in 1896 and also paving the way for the
dramatic, yet still grudging, acceptance of Mormonism as an American religion.
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From reader reviews:

Larry Murray:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the headline "A Peculiar
People": Anti-Mormonism and the Making of Religion in Nineteenth-Century America suitable to you? The
particular book was written by well-known writer in this era. The book untitled "A Peculiar People": Anti-
Mormonism and the Making of Religion in Nineteenth-Century Americais the one of several books which
everyone read now. This particular book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this guide
you will enter the new shape that you ever know previous to. The author explained their concept in the
simple way, and so all of people can easily to recognise the core of this guide. This book will give you a lot
of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world with this book.

Donna Cauley:

"A Peculiar People": Anti-Mormonism and the Making of Religion in Nineteenth-Century America can be
one of your beginning books that are good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this e-book
has good vocabulary which could increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
still delivering the information. The author giving his/her effort to place every word into joy arrangement in
writing "A Peculiar People": Anti-Mormonism and the Making of Religion in Nineteenth-Century America
although doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource
facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of
crucial considering.

Florence Ross:

You can get this "A Peculiar People": Anti-Mormonism and the Making of Religion in Nineteenth-Century
America by browse the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it might to be your solve problem if
you get difficulties for your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed
but also can you enjoy this book simply by e-book. In the modern era like now, you just looking of your
mobile phone and searching what your problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information
about your reserve. It is most important to arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still upgrade.
Let's try to choose right ways for you.

Karin Decker:

Some people said that they feel bored when they reading a guide. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose often the book "A Peculiar People": Anti-Mormonism and
the Making of Religion in Nineteenth-Century America to make your current reading is interesting. Your
skill of reading expertise is developing when you like reading. Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to
see it and mingle the impression about book and studying especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to
like to wide open a book and examine it. Beside that the book "A Peculiar People": Anti-Mormonism and the



Making of Religion in Nineteenth-Century America can to be a newly purchased friend when you're really
feel alone and confuse with the information must you're doing of their time.
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