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During the Renaissance, the Italian city of Urbino rivaled Florence and Siena as a center of art, culture, and
commerce. Chances are you've never heard of it--but you should have. Raphael was born there. Piero della
Francesca painted his famous The Flagellation there. And the city's exquisite Ducal Palace, its twin towers
piercing the sky, remains a striking monument to grace and power. Yet despite all its past glory and present
charm, Urbino is practically unknown to tourists today.

With Urbino: The Story of a Renaissance City, art historian June Osborne brings to life not only the great
city and its art but also its turbulent history and the intrigue surrounding its ruling family. First settled by the
ancient Umbrians, Urbino reached its zenith during the fifteenth century under the rule of Duke Federico da
Montefeltro and his son Guidobaldo. Federico may have been a usurper and a fierce, opportunistic warlord,
but his lust for power was more than matched by his passion for great art. Indeed it was under his direct
guidance that the magnificent Ducal Palace was built--its perfectly proportioned courtyard a wonder of early
Renaissance architecture.

Today the Ducal Palace hosts the National Gallery of the Marches, one of the most important art galleries in
Italy, featuring works by no lesser lights than Raphael, Uccello, Piero della Francesca, and Titian. Exploring
such sites as the fourteenth-century Oratorio di San Giovanni Battista and the Gothic Church of San
Domenico, Osborne captures not only the startling beauty of Urbino and the Apennine foothills but also the
tumultuous legacy of Frederico and his son (and their many wives and courtiers).

With over a hundred lavish color photographs, many by renowned landscape photographer Joe Cornish,
Urbino is the best--and the only--guide to this gem of the Italian Marches.
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From reader reviews:

Merideth Davis:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also get a life style. This reading
routine give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge the actual information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The info you get based on what kind of
reserve you read, if you want have more knowledge just go with education books but if you want feel happy
read one along with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. The actual Urbino: The Story of a
Renaissance City is kind of guide which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Joshua Bush:

Information is provisions for those to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone at everywhere.
The information can be a know-how or any news even restricted. What people must be consider while those
information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking seriously which one is
appropriate to believe or which one often the resource are convinced. If you obtain the unstable resource then
you obtain it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will not
happen throughout you if you take Urbino: The Story of a Renaissance City as the daily resource
information.

Brandon Huff:

Urbino: The Story of a Renaissance City can be one of your beginner books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this reserve has good vocabulary that could increase your knowledge
in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The article author giving his/her
effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing Urbino: The Story of a Renaissance City
although doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource facts
that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can drawn you into new stage of crucial
considering.

Frank Arnett:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper,
book, and soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. The actual
book that recommended for you is Urbino: The Story of a Renaissance City this reserve consist a lot of the
information on the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is the world has
grown up. The language styles that writer use for explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some investigation when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.
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