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Why do architects still use the classical orders? Why use forms derived from ancient Greek temples when
ancient Greek religion has been dead for centuries and when the way of life they expressed is extinct? And
why decorate a contemporary courthouse with the bones, eggs, darts, claws, and garlands that an ancient
Greek would recognize as the trappings of animal sacrifice?With these provocative questions George Hersey
begins his recovery of the meaning of classical architecture. For the last four centuries, he shows, philology
and formalism have drained architecture of its poetry. By analyzing this poetry -- the tropes founded on the
Greek terms for ornamental detail -- he reconstructs a classical theory about the origin and meaning of the
orders, one that links them to ancient sacrificial ritual and myth.

In doing so, Hersey reinterprets key tales and taboos that were part of the cultural memory of the ancient
Greeks. His touchstone is Vitruvius, author of the only surviving classical treatise on architecture, whose
stories about Dorus, Ion, and the Corinthian maiden, and about the Caryaean women and Persian soldiers,
describe the orders as records or remembrances of sacrifice.

Hersey finds revivals of this consciousness in the Italian Renaissance and throws new light on the works of
the architectural theorists Francesco di Giorgio and Ceasare Cesariano, and also on Raphael's Disputá,
Michelangelo's tomb of Julius 11 and Medici Chapel, and Hugues Sambin's handbook on termini.
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From reader reviews:

Tammy Pursell:

Do you have favorite book? If you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for us to
find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim or maybe goal; it means that e-book has
different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They are really reading
whatever they acquire because their hobby is definitely reading a book. What about the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, person feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Lost Meaning of Classical Architecture: Speculations on
Ornament from Vitruvius to Venturi.

Annetta Doucette:

The book The Lost Meaning of Classical Architecture: Speculations on Ornament from Vitruvius to Venturi
give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make your capable considerably
more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem
together with your subject. If you can make studying a book The Lost Meaning of Classical Architecture:
Speculations on Ornament from Vitruvius to Venturi to get your habit, you can get considerably more
advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You may know
everything if you like open up and read a publication The Lost Meaning of Classical Architecture:
Speculations on Ornament from Vitruvius to Venturi. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book
or encyclopedia or other people. So , how do you think about this e-book?

Brent Whitty:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
data. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, studying a book will make you actually more
imaginative. When you reading through a book especially fiction book the author will bring you to imagine
the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to some others.
When you read this The Lost Meaning of Classical Architecture: Speculations on Ornament from Vitruvius
to Venturi, it is possible to tells your family, friends and also soon about yours publication. Your knowledge
can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a reserve.

Michelle Morrow:

Precisely why? Because this The Lost Meaning of Classical Architecture: Speculations on Ornament from
Vitruvius to Venturi is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap this but latter
it will shock you with the secret the item inside. Reading this book next to it was fantastic author who else
write the book in such amazing way makes the content interior easier to understand, entertaining way but



still convey the meaning thoroughly. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you
going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving
your talent and your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold up having that book? If I were being you
I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.
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