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In this major new book, leading cultural thinker Ien Ang engages with urgent questions of identity in an age
of globalisation and diaspora. The starting point for Ang's discussion is the experience of visiting Taiwan.
Ang, a person of Chinese descent, born in Indonesia and raised in the Netherlands, found herself "faced with
an almost insurmountable difficulty" - surrounded by people who expected her to speak to them in Chinese.
She writes: "It was the beginning of an almost decade-long engagement with the predicaments of
`Chineseness' in diaspora. In Taiwan I was different because I couldn't speak Chinese; in the West I was
different because I looked Chinese". From this autobiographical beginning, Ang goes on to reflect upon
tensions between `Asia' and `the West' at a national and global level, and to consider the disparate meanings
of `Chineseness' in the contemporary world. She offers a critique of the increasingly aggressive construction
of a global Chineseness, and challenges Western tendencies to equate `Chinese' with `Asian' identity. Ang
then turns to `the West', exploring the paradox of Australia's identity as a `Western' country in the Asian
region, and tracing Australia's uneasy relationship with its Asian neighbours, from the White Australia policy
to contemporary multicultural society. Finally, Ang draws together her discussion of `Asia' and `the West' to
consider the social and intellectual space of the `in-between', arguing for a theorising not of `difference' but
of `togetherness' in contemporary societies.
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From reader reviews:

Teresa Burns:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic
inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your personal free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book may be option to fill your totally
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to consider look for book, may be the guide untitled On Not Speaking Chinese: Living Between Asia
and the West can be great book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Robert Mangino:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try matter that really opposite
from that. 1 activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you
already been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love On Not Speaking Chinese: Living
Between Asia and the West, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still desire to miss it?
What kind of hang type is it? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't buy it, oh come on its
identified as reading friends.

Carlton Little:

In this period globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
anyone to understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information quicker to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The book that recommended for
you is On Not Speaking Chinese: Living Between Asia and the West this book consist a lot of the
information in the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made
some analysis when he makes this book. Here is why this book suited all of you.

Virginia Laird:

This On Not Speaking Chinese: Living Between Asia and the West is brand-new way for you who has
interest to look for some information since it relief your hunger of knowledge. Getting deeper you into it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this On Not
Speaking Chinese: Living Between Asia and the West can be the light food for you because the information
inside that book is easy to get by means of anyone. These books build itself in the form that is certainly
reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form make
them feel tired even dizzy this publication is the answer. So you cannot find any in reading a publication



especially this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss
this! Just read this e-book variety for your better life along with knowledge.
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