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Sir John Gielgud's career as an actor was perhaps the most distinguished of any of his generation, and, in a
lifetime that spanned almost a century, he appeared in hundreds of theatrical productions and films, receiving
virtually every honor given, including an Academy Award. Now, in this wonderfully insightful biography,
fully authorized and written with first-ever access to Gielgud's personal letters and diaries, bestselling
biographer Sheridan Morley not only traces the actor's fascinating career, but provides a fresh and
remarkably frank look into John Gielgud the man, showing how his success as an actor in many ways came
at the expense of his personal happiness. Born into a theatrical family, John Gielgud took to the stage as
naturally as a duck to water, and almost from the beginning, those who saw him perform knew that they were
experiencing something extraordinary. A determined actor, intent on learning and polishing his craft, he
worked incessantly, taking on one role after another, the greater the challenge, the better. During his long and
remarkable career, he took on every truly great and demanding role, including all of Shakespeare's major
plays as well as many contemporary and experimental productions. At ease in both great drama and light
comedy, he was blessed with a great range and a seemingly infinite capacity to inhabit whatever character he
attempted. Basically a somewhat shy man offstage, however, Gielgud for the most part limited his
friendships to those with whom he worked, and as a result the theater -- and later, film -- made up just about
his entire life. That he was flesh and blood, however, was reflected in the fact that he did enter intotwo long-
term relationships, the first with a man who eventually left him for another, but with whom Gielgud
maintained a strong tie, and the second with a handsome, mysterious Hungarian who lived with him until he
died, just a few months before Sir John. True scandal came into Gielgud's life only once. In 1953, just weeks
after Gielgud had been knighted by the Queen, he was arrested in a public men's room and charged with
solicitation. The British press had a field day, but Gielgud's friends and fellow actors rallied to his support, as
did his thousands of fans, and the result was the eventual change of law in England regarding sex between
consenting adults. While these and many other aspects of his personal life are discussed for the first time in
this distinguished biography, it is Gielgud's career as an actor, of course, that receives the greatest attention.
And while British audiences had the pleasure of seeing him perform in the theater for his entire life,
Americans came to know him best for his work in the movies, and most especially for his Oscar-winning
performance as Hobson the butler in the Dudley Moore film "Arthur." As dramatic and captivating as one of
Sir John's many performances, this authorized biography is an intimate and fully rounded portrait of an
unforgettable actor and a remarkable man.
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From reader reviews:

Deborah Mele:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you will have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you have been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love John Gielgud: The
Authorized Biography, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still wish to miss it? What
kind of hangout type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its
named reading friends.

Herman Deans:

This John Gielgud: The Authorized Biography is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some
information mainly because it relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting
knowledge more you know or you who still having tiny amount of digest in reading this John Gielgud: The
Authorized Biography can be the light food for you because the information inside this particular book is
easy to get by anyone. These books produce itself in the form which can be reachable by anyone, yes I mean
in the e-book application form. People who think that in book form make them feel drowsy even dizzy this
guide is the answer. So there is absolutely no in reading a publication especially this one. You can find
actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So , don't miss this! Just read this e-book kind for
your better life along with knowledge.

Carman Robertson:

That guide can make you to feel relax. This particular book John Gielgud: The Authorized Biography was
colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book John Gielgud: The Authorized
Biography has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Detective Conan
you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any
it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like
reading this.

Flora Godfrey:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got pupils? We believe that that concern was
given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your teacher or lecturer. You discover good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is actually John Gielgud:
The Authorized Biography.
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