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In Bewitching Russian Opera: The Tsarina from State to Stage, author Inna Naroditskaya investigates the
musical lives of four female monarchs who ruled Russia for most of the eighteenth century: Catherine I,
Anna, Elizabeth, and Catherine the Great. Engaging with ethnomusicological, historical, and philological
approaches, her study traces the tsarinas' deeply invested interest in musical drama, as each built theaters,
established drama schools, commissioned operas and ballets, and themselves wrote and produced musical
plays. Naroditskaya examines the creative output of the tsarinas across the contexts in which they worked
and lived, revealing significant connections between their personal creative aspirations and contemporary
musical-theatrical practices, and the political and state affairs conducted during their reigns.

Through contemporary performance theory, she demonstrates how the opportunity for role-playing and
costume-changing in performative spaces allowed individuals to cross otherwise rigid boundaries of class
and gender. A close look at a series of operas and musical theater productions--from Catherine the Great's
fairy tale operas to Tchaikovsky's Pique Dame--illuminates the transition of these royal women from
powerful political and cultural figures during their own reigns, to a marginalized and unreal Other under the
patriarchal dominance of the subsequent period. These tsarinas successfully fostered the concept of a modern
nation and collective national identity, only to then have their power and influence undone in Russian
cultural consciousness through the fairy-tales operas of the 19th century that positioned tsarinas as "magical"
and dangerous figures rightfully displaced and conquered--by triumphant heroes on the stage, and by the new
patriarchal rulers in the state. Ultimately, this book demonstrates that the theater served as an experimental
space for these imperial women, in which they rehearsed, probed, and formulated gender and class roles, and
performed on the musical stage political ambitions and international conquests which they would later enact
on the world stage itself.
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From reader reviews:

Henry Barba:

The book Bewitching Russian Opera: The Tsarina from State to Stage gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best
friend when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make reading through a
book Bewitching Russian Opera: The Tsarina from State to Stage for being your habit, you can get
considerably more advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about many or all
subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Bewitching Russian
Opera: The Tsarina from State to Stage. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science guide or
encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this guide?

Andrea Toliver:

This Bewitching Russian Opera: The Tsarina from State to Stage book is not ordinary book, you have after
that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is actually information inside this
reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of information you will
get. This kind of Bewitching Russian Opera: The Tsarina from State to Stage without we comprehend teach
the one who reading through it become critical in pondering and analyzing. Don't become worry Bewitching
Russian Opera: The Tsarina from State to Stage can bring when you are and not make your tote space or
bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in the lovely laptop even phone. This Bewitching
Russian Opera: The Tsarina from State to Stage having excellent arrangement in word and layout, so you
will not really feel uninterested in reading.

Calvin Baker:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people fantastic. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new info.
When you read a publication you will get new information because book is one of numerous ways to share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, reading a book will make you actually more imaginative.
When you looking at a book especially fictional works book the author will bring someone to imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you may share your knowledge to others. When you read this
Bewitching Russian Opera: The Tsarina from State to Stage, it is possible to tells your family, friends in
addition to soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Ruth Lynch:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our information for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet. Every year
was exactly added. This reserve Bewitching Russian Opera: The Tsarina from State to Stage was filled
regarding science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some people



has several feel when they reading any book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can sense enjoy
to read a guide. In the modern era like now, many ways to get book you wanted.
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