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In 1847, at the first meeting of the American Medical Association, the newly elected president reminded his
brethren that the profession, "once venerated," no longer earned homage "spontaneously and universally."
The medical marketplace was crowded and competitive; state laws regulating medical practice had been
repealed; and professional practitioners were often branded by their lay competitors as aristocrats bent on
establishing a health care monopoly. By 1900, the battles were over, and, as the president of AMA had
hoped, doctors were now widely venerated as men of profound science, elegant literature, polite
accomplishments, and virtue. In fact, by 1900 the doctor had replaced the minister as the most esteemed
professional in the United States; disease loomed larger than damnation; and science promised to manage the
discord, differences, and excesses that democracy seemed to license.

In Profound Science and Elegant Literature, Stephanie Browner charts this trajectory—and demonstrates at
the same time that medicine's claims to somatic expertise and managerial talent did not go uncontested. Even
as elite physicians founded institutions that made professional medicine's authority visible and legitimate,
many others worried about the violence that might attend medicine's drive to mastery and science's equation
of rational disinterest with white, educated masculinity. Reading fiction by a wide range of authors beside
and against medical texts, Browner looks to the ways in which writers such as Hawthorne, Melville, Holmes,
James, Chesnutt, and Jewett inventoried the collateral damage that might be done as science installed its
peculiar understanding of the body.

A work of impressive interdisciplinary reach, Profound Science and Elegant Literature documents both the
extraordinary rise of professional medicine in the United States and the aesthetic imperative to make the
body meaningful that led many American writers to resist the medicalized body.
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From reader reviews:

Josephine Lowe:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important work, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled Profound Science and Elegant Literature: Imagining Doctors in
Nineteenth-Century America. Try to stumble through book Profound Science and Elegant Literature:
Imagining Doctors in Nineteenth-Century America as your close friend. It means that it can to be your friend
when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you
personally. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know anything by the book.
So , we need to make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

Christy McCurry:

This Profound Science and Elegant Literature: Imagining Doctors in Nineteenth-Century America usually
are reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The reason of this Profound Science and
Elegant Literature: Imagining Doctors in Nineteenth-Century America can be one of several great books you
must have is definitely giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with
information that might be will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed kinds. Beside that this
Profound Science and Elegant Literature: Imagining Doctors in Nineteenth-Century America giving you an
enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day activity. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Hazel Freese:

Profound Science and Elegant Literature: Imagining Doctors in Nineteenth-Century America can be one of
your beginning books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this book has
good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but
nonetheless delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy
arrangement in writing Profound Science and Elegant Literature: Imagining Doctors in Nineteenth-Century
America however doesn't forget the main point, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be one among it. This great information can easily drawn you into
brand new stage of crucial pondering.

Lloyd North:

The book untitled Profound Science and Elegant Literature: Imagining Doctors in Nineteenth-Century
America contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains her idea with easy approach. The
language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the item. The
book was authored by famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. You can



actually read this book because you can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the
book in anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can available their
official web-site and order it. Have a nice read.
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