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Gayatri Chakravorty Spivak has distinguished herself as one of the foremost scholars of contemporary
literary and postcolonial theory and feminist thought. Known for her translation of Derrida’s On
Grammatology and her groundbreaking essay, “Can the Subaltern Speak?,” Spivak has often focused on
subaltern, marginalized women and the role of essentialism in feminist thought to unite women from
divergent cultural backgrounds.  In Nationalism and the Imagination, Spivak expands upon her previous
postcolonial scholarship, employing a cultural lens to examine the rhetorical underpinnings of the idea of the
nation-state.

            In this gripping and intellectually rigorous work, Spivak specifically analyzes the creation of Indian
sovereignty in 1947 and the tone of Indian nationalism, bound up with class and religion, that arose in its
wake. Spivak was five years old when independence was declared, and she vividly writes: “These are my
earliest memories: Famine and blood on the streets.” As well, she recollects the songs and folklore stories
that were prevalent at the time in order to examine the role of the mother tongue and the relationship between
language and feelings of national identity. She concludes that nationalism colludes with the private sphere of
the imagination in order to command the public sphere.

            Originally given as an address at the University of Sofia in Bulgaria, Nationalism and the
Imagination provides powerful insight into the historical narrative of India as well as compelling ideas that
speak to nationalist concerns around the world. Also included in this book is the discussion with Spivak that
followed the speech, making this an essential and informative work for scholars of post-colonialism.
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From reader reviews:

Russell Belcher:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Guide is very important thing for
us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim as well as goal; it means that e-book
has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. These are reading
whatever they take because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person who don't like
examining a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book after they found difficult problem or maybe
exercise. Well, probably you will need this Nationalism and the Imagination.

Maria Lamotte:

The book Nationalism and the Imagination make one feel enjoy for your spare time. You can use to make
your capable a lot more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem with your subject. If you can make studying a book Nationalism and the Imagination to get your
habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about several or
all subjects. It is possible to know everything if you like available and read a publication Nationalism and the
Imagination. Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how
do you think about this publication?

Charles Whittaker:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always try and and must have the time or they will get large
amount of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely
sure. People is human not just a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are you experiencing when
the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you ever try
this one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, typically the book you
have read is actually Nationalism and the Imagination.

Kimberly Moore:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you examine
a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, simply
because book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book
that you have read. If you would like get information about your study, you can read education books, but if
you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this sort of us novel, comics, along with
soon. The Nationalism and the Imagination offer you a new experience in looking at a book.
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