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Tensions surrounding numerous maritime territorial disputes in East Asia have become a pressing challenge
for U.S. foreign policymakers. Beginning around 2005-2006, long-disputed waters in the South China Sea
and, more recently, the East China Sea have become the site of increasingly aggressive behavior from
nations trying to strengthen claims to disputed areas or to explore and develop offshore energy and fishery
resources. Rising tensions in these waters raise a number of important issues for the 113th Congress.

The tensions have been fed by a series of aggressive actions by maritime authorities, including harassing
vessels, destroying equipment, and blockading islets and shoals. The increasing frequency of such events
raises the possibility of miscalculations that could lead to overt conflict at sea. It also poses complex
questions about security and U.S. diplomacy in the region, and represents one of the most complicated
challenges for the Obama Administration’s strategy of “rebalancing” foreign policy priorities towards the
Asia-Pacific.

The territorial disputes at the heart of these tensions are decades old, and incidents between the parties to the
disputes have been ongoing for many years.

• In the South China Sea, the People’s Republic of China (PRC) makes extensive claims, including marking
on its maps an ambiguous “nine dash line” that covers most of the sea, including the Spratly and Paracel
island groups. These claims overlap with those of four Southeast Asian nations—Brunei, Malaysia, the
Philippines, and Vietnam, which themselves have claims that conflict with each other. Taiwan also makes
extensive claims mirroring those of the PRC.

• In the East China Sea, China, Japan, and Taiwan each claim a Japan-administered island group that Japan
calls the Senkakus, China the Diaoyu Islands, and Taiwan the Diaoyutai Islands.

• Other territorial disputes exist between Japan and South Korea in the Sea of Japan, and between China and
South Korea in the Yellow Sea.

Although the United States has no territorial claim in these waters and does not take a position on the various
specific territorial disputes, it does have treaty obligations with Japan and the Philippines that could be
invoked if they become involved in an active conflict with another of the claimants. It is longstanding U.S.
policy that the U.S.-Japan Security Treaty, which stipulates that the United States is bound to protect Japan,
covers the Senkaku islets, raising the prospect that the United States could become militarily involved in a
Sino-Japanese conflict over the islets. The applicability of the U.S.-Philippines Mutual Defense Treaty to
Philippine-claimed islands and waters in the South China Sea is less clear. This ambiguity presents a
dilemma, in that the United States seeks to avoid being drawn into a potential conflict, but also seeks to
support its treaty ally and deter a use of force against it.

The ability of the disputing countries, and of the United States and other parties, to manage tensions touches
on numerous other U.S. interests including:



• protecting free and unimpeded commerce along some of the world’s busiest maritime trade routes;

• maintaining peace and stability among maritime nations in the Asia-Pacific;

• encouraging rules-based regional norms that discourage coercion or the use of
force;

• protecting the U.S. Navy’s ability to operate in these areas;

• managing U.S. treaty alliances with nations involved in the disputes; and

• avoiding intimidation of U.S. companies which may seek to operate in the
region.

The 113th Congress may address East Asian maritime territorial disputes and the issues surrounding them in
various ways. The Senate may consider offering its advice and consent on the United States becoming a
party to the United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). Congress may also choose to
examine the economic and security implications of a greater U.S. military presence in disputed areas [...]
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From reader reviews:

Jeffrey Brown:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time
to take a go walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book
eligible Maritime Territorial Disputes in East Asia: Issues for Congress? Maybe it is being best activity for
you. You know beside you can spend your time with the favorite's book, you can cleverer than before. Do
you agree with their opinion or you have various other opinion?

Brian Price:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free
time/ holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to test look for book, may be the guide untitled Maritime Territorial Disputes in East Asia: Issues for
Congress can be excellent book to read. May be it can be best activity to you.

Russell Stringer:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to examine a book. When you
examine a book you can get a wide range of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your
knowledge, mainly because book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on
what sorts of book that you have read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, these us novel,
comics, and also soon. The Maritime Territorial Disputes in East Asia: Issues for Congress offer you a new
experience in examining a book.

Gordon Lipsky:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make a
professional understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, magazine, book,
and soon. You will see that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to your account is Maritime Territorial Disputes in East Asia: Issues for Congress this e-book
consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the
world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some study when he makes this book. That's why this book suitable all of you.
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