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The debate about evolution and creationism is striking evidence of the tensions between biblical and
philosophical-scientific explanations of the origins of the universe. For most of the past twenty centuries,
important historical context for the debate has been supplied by the relation (or "counterpoint") between two
monumental texts: Plato's Timaeus and the Book of Genesis.
In What Has Athens to Do with Jerusalem?, Jaroslav Pelikan examines the origins of this counterpoint. He
reviews the central philosophical issues of origins as posed in classical Rome by Lucretius, and he then
proceeds to an examination of Timaeus and Genesis, with Timaeus' Plato representing Athens and Genesis'
Moses representing Jerusalem. He then follows the three most important case studies of the counterpoint--in
the Jewish philosophical theology of Alexandria, in the Christian thought of Constantinople, and in the
intellectual foundations of the Western Middles Ages represented by Catholic Rome, where Timaeus would
be the only Platonic dialogue in general circulation.
Whatever Plato may have intended originally in writing Timaeus, it has for most of the intervening period
been read in the light of Genesis. Conversely, Genesis has been known, not in the original Hebrew, but in
Greek and Latin translations that were seen to bear a distinct resemblance to one another and to the Latin
version of Timaeus. Pelikan's study leads to original findings that deal with Christian doctrine in the period
of the church fathers, including the Three Cappadocians (Basil of Caesarea, Gregory of Nazianzus, and
Gregory of Nyssa) in the East, and in the West, Ambrose, Augustine, and Boethius. All of these vitally
important authors addressed the problem of the "counterpoint," and neither they nor these primary texts can
become fully intelligible without attention to the central issues being explored here.
What Has Athens to Do with Jerusalem? will be of interest to historians, theologians, and philosophers and
to anyone with interest in any of the religious traditions addressed herein.
Jaroslav Pelikan is Sterling Professor Emeritus of History, Yale University and President of The American
Academy of Arts and Sciences.
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From reader reviews:

Brian Grant:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to understand everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or even goal; it means
that publication has different type. Some people feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. They can
be reading whatever they consider because their hobby will be reading a book. Think about the person who
don't like reading through a book? Sometime, individual feel need book when they found difficult problem
or maybe exercise. Well, probably you'll have this What Has Athens to Do with Jerusalem?: Timaeus and
Genesis in Counterpoint (Thomas Spencer Jerome Lectures).

Louetta Cantrell:

The book What Has Athens to Do with Jerusalem?: Timaeus and Genesis in Counterpoint (Thomas Spencer
Jerome Lectures) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave
the great thing like a book What Has Athens to Do with Jerusalem?: Timaeus and Genesis in Counterpoint
(Thomas Spencer Jerome Lectures)? A few of you have a different opinion about book. But one aim in
which book can give many details for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer with the book.
Knowledge or information that you take for that, it is possible to give for each other; you may share all of
these. Book What Has Athens to Do with Jerusalem?: Timaeus and Genesis in Counterpoint (Thomas
Spencer Jerome Lectures) has simple shape however, you know: it has great and large function for you. You
can seem the enormous world by open and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Philip Brown:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this What Has Athens to Do with
Jerusalem?: Timaeus and Genesis in Counterpoint (Thomas Spencer Jerome Lectures) book written by well-
known writer we are excited for well how to make book that can be understand by anyone who all read the
book. Written with good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate
your personal hunger then you still uncertainty What Has Athens to Do with Jerusalem?: Timaeus and
Genesis in Counterpoint (Thomas Spencer Jerome Lectures) as good book but not only by the cover but also
by the content. This is one book that can break don't ascertain book by its cover, so do you still needing a
different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why
you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Douglas Johnson:

In this period of time globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will
make anyone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon.
You can view that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book that



recommended to your account is What Has Athens to Do with Jerusalem?: Timaeus and Genesis in
Counterpoint (Thomas Spencer Jerome Lectures) this guide consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This specific book was represented how can the world has grown up. The
vocabulary styles that writer make usage of to explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some
study when he makes this book. This is why this book acceptable all of you.
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