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Based on the bestselling Oxford Companion to English Literature, this is an indispensable, compact guide to
all aspects of English literature. Over 5,500 new and revised alphabetical entries give unrivaled coverage of
writers, works, historical context, literary theory, allusions, characters, and plot summaries. The entries range
from brief identifications of fictional characters to fascinating and informative articles that cover such topics
as major authors, key literary works, and major genres in fiction, including science fiction, fantasy,
biography, and crime fiction.

For this fourth edition, the dictionary has been fully revised and updated to include expanded coverage of
postcolonial, African, black British, and children's literature, as well as improved representation in the areas
of science fiction, biography, travel literature, women's writing, gay and lesbian writing, and American
literature. The appendices listing literary prize winners--including the Nobel, Man Booker, and Pulitzer
prizes--have all been updated and there is also a timeline, chronicling the development of English literature
from c. 1000 to the present day. Many entries feature recommended web links, which are listed and regularly
updated on a dedicated companion website.

Written originally by a team of more than 140 distinguished authors and extensively updated for this new
edition, this book provides an essential point of reference for English students, teachers, and all other readers
of literature in English.
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From reader reviews:

Sharon Gaines:

The book The Concise Oxford Companion to English Literature (Oxford Quick Reference) has a lot info on
it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous author.
The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This book very easy to read you may get the point
easily after looking over this book.

Fannie Wymer:

This The Concise Oxford Companion to English Literature (Oxford Quick Reference) is great guide for you
because the content that is certainly full of information for you who else always deal with world and still
have to make decision every minute. That book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we
can point out no rambling sentences included. So if you are read it hurriedly you can have whole details in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but tough core information with splendid
delivering sentences. Having The Concise Oxford Companion to English Literature (Oxford Quick
Reference) in your hand like getting the world in your arm, info in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say
that no book that offer you world with ten or fifteen minute right but this publication already do that. So , this
really is good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?

James Murray:

Reading a book to become new life style in this year; every people loves to go through a book. When you
examine a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, due
to the fact book has a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of
book that you have read. If you want to get information about your examine, you can read education books,
but if you want to entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these us novel, comics, and soon. The The
Concise Oxford Companion to English Literature (Oxford Quick Reference) provide you with a new
experience in reading a book.

Angela Kiefer:

In this particular era which is the greater person or who has ability to do something more are more important
than other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple approach to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. Among the
books in the top record in your reading list will be The Concise Oxford Companion to English Literature
(Oxford Quick Reference). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in
turning into precious person. By looking upward and review this reserve you can get many advantages.
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