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A considerable amount of public debate and media print has been devoted to the “war between science and
religion.” In his accessible and eminently readable new book, Stephen M. Barr demonstrates that what is
really at war with religion is not science itself, but a philosophy called scientific materialism. Modern
Physics and Ancient Faith argues that the great discoveries of modern physics are more compatible with the
central teachings of Christianity and Judaism about God, the cosmos, and the human soul than with the
atheistic viewpoint of scientific materialism.

Scientific materialism grew out of scientific discoveries made from the time of Copernicus up to the
beginning of the twentieth century. These discoveries led many thoughtful people to the conclusion that the
universe has no cause or purpose, that the human race is an accidental by-product of blind material forces,
and that the ultimate reality is matter itself. Barr contends that the revolutionary discoveries of the twentieth
century run counter to this line of thought. He uses five of these discoveries—the Big Bang theory, unified
field theories, anthropic coincidences, Gödel’s Theorem in mathematics, and quantum theory—to cast
serious doubt on the materialist’s view of the world and to give greater credence to Judeo-Christian claims
about God and the universe.
 
Written in clear language, Barr’s rigorous and fair text explains modern physics to general readers without
oversimplification. Using the insights of modern physics, he reveals that modern scientific discoveries and
religious faith are deeply consonant. Anyone with an interest in science and religion will find Modern
Physics and Ancient Faith invaluable.
 
“A modern physicist who writes with extraordinary clarity and verve, and is familiar with the intellectual
arguments long used by the ancient faiths, Stephen Barr gives a brilliant defense of the integrity of science in
the teeth of its most powerful modern bias, by telling the exciting story of the rise, complacency, and fall of
scientific materialism. As his story crackles along, and just at the point of reaching really difficult concepts,
he has a knack for inventing illustrations that make one's inner light bulbs flash again and again.” —Michael
Novak, Winner of the 1994 Templeton Prize for Progress in Religion
 
“Barr has produced a brilliant and authoritative defense of Biblical faith in the light of contemporary science.
He perceives a serious conflict, not between modern physics and ancient faith, but between religion and
materialism. I know of no other book that makes the case against materialism so lucidly, honestly, and
deftly.” —Owen Gingerich, Harvard-Smithsonian Center for Astrophysics
 
“Written from the viewpoint of an accomplished physicist, this book is an invaluable contribution to the
growing interest in the relationship between science and religion. The arguments are rigorously logical and
the documentation is excellent.” —Robert Scherrer, Ohio State University
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From reader reviews:

Yael Whitehead:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to learn everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim as well as goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They are really
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who don't like
looking at a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book whenever they found difficult problem or
exercise. Well, probably you will want this Modern Physics and Ancient Faith.

Jose Murry:

Here thing why this particular Modern Physics and Ancient Faith are different and reliable to be yours. First
of all looking at a book is good but it depends in the content of it which is the content is as delightful as food
or not. Modern Physics and Ancient Faith giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any guide out there but there is no guide that similar with Modern Physics and Ancient Faith. It gives
you thrill looking at journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is
possibly can be happened around you. You can bring everywhere like in recreation area, café, or even in
your approach home by train. When you are having difficulties in bringing the printed book maybe the form
of Modern Physics and Ancient Faith in e-book can be your option.

Arthur Smith:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
and so. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a reserve will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a reserve you will get new information due to the fact book is one of many ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, studying a book will make anyone more imaginative. When
you reading a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to other people. When you read this Modern Physics
and Ancient Faith, you could tells your family, friends along with soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge
can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a guide.

Demarcus Bechtel:

Do you like reading a book? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book was rare? Why so
many concern for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some people
likes reading, not only science book but in addition novel and Modern Physics and Ancient Faith or maybe
others sources were given understanding for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel desire to
read more and more. Science e-book was created for teacher or students especially. Those publications are
helping them to put their knowledge. In additional case, beside science book, any other book likes Modern
Physics and Ancient Faith to make your spare time much more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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