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"Masao Miyoshi's masterful account is, by turns, alarming and hilarious as two cultures meet at the court of
President James Buchanan. Their mutual incomprehension is, alas, still relevant as inscrutable East fails to
make sense of mysterious West, and vice versa."—Gore Vidal

"Miyoshi has given a marvelous and revealing account of a dramatic case of confrontation of cultures and
civilizations. It yields much insight into our own society, as seen from a sharply different perspective, and
into the culture of the viewers as well-insights well worth pondering today."—Noam Chomsky

"As We Saw Them is a pioneering work in the relationship between cultures. With extraordinary tact and
brilliance Miyoshi in effect reconstructs the mind of Japan at that time, a pregnant moment of self-
examination and emergence. For contemporary readers As We Saw Them is an invaluable work of insight and
interpretation."—Edward Said

In 1860 the empire of Japan sent 170 officials—samurai and bureaucrats, inspectors and spies, half a dozen
teenagers and one Confucian physician—to tour the United States, the first such visit to America and the first
trip anywhere abroad in two hundred years. Politics and curiosity, on both sides, mixed to create an amazing
journey. Using the travelers' own journals of the trip and American accounts of the group's progress,
historian and critic Masao Miyoshi relates the fascinating tale of entrenched assumptions, startling
impressions, and bewildering conclusions.

Miyoshi finds in this unique encounter an entertaining adventure story of discovery and a paradigm of the
attitudes and judgments that have ever since shaped American and Japanese perceptions of one another. This
revealing account of "otherness" is still relevant today as we strive to understand peoples whom we think of
as foreign—and therefore strangely other than we.

Masao Miyoshi was Hajime Mori Professor of Japanese, English, and Comparative Literature at the
University of California, San Diego. He is the author of Off Center: Power and Culture Relations between
Japan and the United States.

Carol Gluck, George Sansom Professor of History at Columbia University, specializes in modern Japan,
from the late nineteenth century to the present.
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From reader reviews:

Jason Urso:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone with
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a problem. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is in the former life are hard to be find than now is taking
seriously which one is suitable to believe or which one the particular resource are convinced. If you have the
unstable resource then you obtain it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All
those possibilities will not happen with you if you take As We Saw Them: The First Japanese Embassy to the
United States as your daily resource information.

Brenda Lee:

The publication untitled As We Saw Them: The First Japanese Embassy to the United States is the book that
recommended to you to study. You can see the quality of the book content that will be shown to you
actually. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are easily to understand. The writer was did a
lot of study when write the book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely
accurate. You also can get the e-book of As We Saw Them: The First Japanese Embassy to the United States
from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Mark Miller:

The reason why? Because this As We Saw Them: The First Japanese Embassy to the United States is an
unordinary book that the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap that but latter it will shock you with the
secret the idea inside. Reading this book alongside it was fantastic author who all write the book in such
remarkable way makes the content inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this any longer or you going to regret it. This amazing
book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book possess such as help improving your talent and
your critical thinking method. So , still want to hold off having that book? If I have been you I will go to the
reserve store hurriedly.

Sophia Morrison:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray an individual, why because this As We Saw Them: The First Japanese
Embassy to the United States reserve written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that
can be understand by anyone who all read the book. Written throughout good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and writing skill only for eliminate your own personal hunger then you still uncertainty As We Saw
Them: The First Japanese Embassy to the United States as good book not merely by the cover but also from
the content. This is one e-book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing yet
another sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to an additional sixth sense.
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