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The gripping story of how Bent Skovmand and others preserved the world's wheat harvest.

In 1999, a terrifying new form of stem rust?spotted in Uganda and dubbed "UG99"?quickly turned robust
golden fields into dark, tangled ruins. For decades plant scientists had bred wheat varieties with rust-resistant
genes, but these genes did not work against UG99. Unchecked, UG99 could spread all over the world,
including the United States.

Breeders everywhere began searching wheat germplasm collections for sources of resistance. The largest
collection was at the Center for Improvement of Maize and Wheat (CIMMYT ) in Mexico, developed by the
brilliant Danish scientist Bent Skovmand. For three decades, Skovmand amassed, multiplied, and
documented thousands of wheat varieties. He served as an advisor on wheat genetic resources to dozens of
countries, and hunted for seeds that would contain the genes to protect the harvest from plagues like UG99
and the stresses created by global warming. I n an era when corporations and governments often jealously
guarded breeding information, Skovmand fought to keep his seed bank a center for free, open scientific
exchange. By telling the story of Skovmand's work and that of his colleagues, The Viking in the Wheat Field
sheds a welcome light on an agricultural sector?"plant genetic resources"?on which we are all crucially
dependent.
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From reader reviews:

Derrick Minor:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you may
know that book is very important for us. The book The Viking in the Wheat Field: A Scientist's Struggle to
Preserve the World's Harvest ended up being making you to know about other understanding and of course
you can take more information. It is extremely advantages for you. The publication The Viking in the Wheat
Field: A Scientist's Struggle to Preserve the World's Harvest is not only giving you more new information
but also for being your friend when you experience bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to
read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the book The Viking in the Wheat Field: A
Scientist's Struggle to Preserve the World's Harvest. You never experience lose out for everything when you
read some books.

James Alvarez:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in every way. By being competitive at this point,
people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place and
notice simply by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated the idea for a
while is reading. Yeah, by reading a guide your ability to survive improve then having chance to remain than
other is high. For yourself who want to start reading a new book, we give you this specific The Viking in the
Wheat Field: A Scientist's Struggle to Preserve the World's Harvest book as basic and daily reading guide.
Why, because this book is more than just a book.

Robert Hatch:

The book The Viking in the Wheat Field: A Scientist's Struggle to Preserve the World's Harvest has a lot of
information on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by
the very famous author. Mcdougal makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very easy
to read you may get the point easily after scanning this book.

Charles Adams:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book especially book entitled The
Viking in the Wheat Field: A Scientist's Struggle to Preserve the World's Harvest the mind will drift away
trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your
mind friends. Imaging just about every word written in a e-book then become one web form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get ahead of. The The Viking in the Wheat Field: A Scientist's Struggle
to Preserve the World's Harvest giving you one more experience more than blown away your thoughts but
also giving you useful data for your better life with this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern
this is your body and mind will be pleased when you are finished looking at it, like winning an activity. Do
you want to try this extraordinary investing spare time activity?
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