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Bestselling novelist Danielle Steel takes us on a harrowing journey into the heart of America's hidden shame
in a novel that explores the power of forgiveness, the dark side of childhood, and one woman's unbreakable
spirit.

From her secret perch at the top of the stairs, Gabriella Harrison watches the guests arrive at her parents'
lavish Manhattan townhouse.  At seven, she knows she is an intruder in her parents' party, in her parents'
life.  But she can't resist the magic.  Later, she waits for the click, click, click of her mother's high heels, the
angry words, and the pain that will follow.  Gabriella already knows to hide her bruises, certain she is to
blame for her mother's rage--and her father's failure to protect her.  Her world is a confusing blend of terror,
betrayal, and pain.  Her parents' aristocratic world is no safeguard against the abuse that knows no
boundaries, respects no person, no economic lines.  Gabriella knows that, try as she might, there is no safe
place for her to hide.

Even as a child, her only escape is through the stories she writes.  Only writing can dull the pain of her
lonely world.  And when her parents' marriage collapses, Gabriella is given her first reprieve, as her father
disappears, and then her mother abandons her to a convent.  There, Gabriella's battered body and soul begin
to mend.  Amid the quiet safety and hushed rituals of the nuns, Gabriella grows into womanhood in a safe,
peaceful world.  Then a young priest comes into her life.  

Father Joe Connors never questioned his vocation until Gabriella entered the confessional and shared her
soul.  Confession leads to friendship.  And friendship grows dangerously into love.  Like Gabriella, Joe is
haunted by the pain of his childhood, consumed by guilt over a family tragedy, for which he blames
himself.  With Gabriella, Joe takes the first steps toward healing.  But their relationship leads to tragedy as
Joe must choose between the priesthood and Gabriella, and life in the real world where he fears he does not
belong, and cannot cope.

Exiled and disgraced, and nearly destroyed, Gabriella struggles to survive on her own in New York.  There
she seeks healing and escape through her writing again, this time as an adult, and her life as a writer
begins.  But just when she thinks she is beyond hurt, Gabriella is once again betrayed by someone she
trusts.  Brought to the edge of despair, physically attacked beyond recognition and belief, haunted by abuse
in her present and her past, she nonetheless manages to find hope again, and the courage to face the past.  On
a pilgrimage destined to bring her face-to-face with those who sought to destroy her in her early life, she
finds forgiveness, freedom from guilt, and healing from abuse.  When Gabriella faces what was done to her,
and why, she herself is free at last.  

With profound insight, Danielle Steel has created a vivid portrait of an abused child's broken world, and the
courage necessary to face it and free herself from the past.  A work of daring and compassion, a tale of
healing that will shock and touch and move you to your very soul, it exposes the terror of child abuse, and
opens the doors on a subject that affects us all.  The Long Road Home is more than riveting fiction.  It is an
inspiration to us all.  A work of courage, hope, and love.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Danielle Rhodes:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a e-book. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the reserve entitled The Long Road Home. Try to make book The Long Road Home as your
pal. It means that it can being your friend when you feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than
in the past. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you more confidence because you
can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience along with knowledge with this
book.

Regina Noble:

The book The Long Road Home can give more knowledge and also the precise product information about
everything you want. So just why must we leave a very important thing like a book The Long Road Home?
Wide variety you have a different opinion about book. But one aim that book can give many details for us. It
is absolutely proper. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, you
can give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book The Long Road Home has simple shape
however, you know: it has great and big function for you. You can look the enormous world by wide open
and read a e-book. So it is very wonderful.

Lucille Davis:

Do you considered one of people who can't read gratifying if the sentence chained within the straightway,
hold on guys this specific aren't like that. This The Long Road Home book is readable by simply you who
hate the straight word style. You will find the data here are arrange for enjoyable studying experience
without leaving possibly decrease the knowledge that want to deliver to you. The writer regarding The Long
Road Home content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are
not different in the content material but it just different available as it. So , do you continue to thinking The
Long Road Home is not loveable to be your top listing reading book?

Bruce Williamson:

Book is one of source of expertise. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen require book to know the revise information of year to be able to year. As we know those
textbooks have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. By
the book The Long Road Home we can consider more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people?
Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't
be doubt to change your life with this book The Long Road Home. You can more inviting than now.
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