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Why do some U.S. cities like Seattle and Boston impose social exactions and sustainability targets on private
investment while others like Las Vegas and Houston offer property tax and fee remissions to business,
tolerate environmentally hazardous activities such as oil drilling, and express skepticism even about
recycling mandates? The behavior of the former cities appears especially puzzling in view of globalization
processes that seemingly offer many more options to mobile capital and expose cities’ vulnerability to
private investment decisions.

Cultural Contradictions examines the paradoxical finding that some U.S. cities can impose burdensome
regulations and extract social and environmental contributions from the private sector despite an apparently
weak bargaining position. It usescultural change and the growth of non-traditional subcultures to
explain why cities adopt these progressive policies. Responding to the urban policy literature’s tendency to
prioritize economic considerations over other kinds of causal factors, the book demonstrates the joint impact
of culture and economics in encouraging policy outcomes which emphasize social justice, human rights, and
environmental sustainability in large U.S. cities.

The book makes several specific contributions to urban literature. First, it argues that cities in which
nontraditional cultural beliefs and practices thrive and which are strongly linked to dynamic economic
sectors such as information services, professional, scientific and technical services, financial services, and
education and health care services are especially likely to adopt progressive policies. It establishes this claim
using both statistical analysis of large-N city samples and a closer investigation of four case studies. Second,
it reveals how progressive policies are a plausible response to psychological concerns associated with
unconventional ways of life and the nature of postindustrial society. Finally, the book indicates how these
new ways of life and postindustrial economic sectors grow in mutually reinforcing ways in order to make
these policies acceptable to local economic elites and therefore favorable to the city’s future development.
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From reader reviews:

Terry Kline:

Book is definitely written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a
reserve. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important issue to bring us around the world.
Adjacent to that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book The Cultural Contradictions of
Progressive Politics: The Role of Cultural Change and the Global Economy in Local Policymaking
(Routledge Research in Urban Politics and Policy) will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far
more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading any book
make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
acceptable book with you?

Maurice Henkel:

This The Cultural Contradictions of Progressive Politics: The Role of Cultural Change and the Global
Economy in Local Policymaking (Routledge Research in Urban Politics and Policy) book is not really
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you will get by reading this book is
definitely information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper an
individual read a lot of information you will get. This The Cultural Contradictions of Progressive Politics:
The Role of Cultural Change and the Global Economy in Local Policymaking (Routledge Research in Urban
Politics and Policy) without we know teach the one who reading through it become critical in thinking and
analyzing. Don't end up being worry The Cultural Contradictions of Progressive Politics: The Role of
Cultural Change and the Global Economy in Local Policymaking (Routledge Research in Urban Politics and
Policy) can bring whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' grow to be full because
you can have it with your lovely laptop even cellphone. This The Cultural Contradictions of Progressive
Politics: The Role of Cultural Change and the Global Economy in Local Policymaking (Routledge Research
in Urban Politics and Policy) having fine arrangement in word as well as layout, so you will not sense
uninterested in reading.

Nicholas Poston:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading
book and so. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a publication will give you a lot of
new info. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of various ways to share
the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
looking at a book especially fiction book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the personas
do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Cultural
Contradictions of Progressive Politics: The Role of Cultural Change and the Global Economy in Local
Policymaking (Routledge Research in Urban Politics and Policy), you can tells your family, friends along
with soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.



Jordan Moore:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray a person, why because this The Cultural Contradictions of Progressive
Politics: The Role of Cultural Change and the Global Economy in Local Policymaking (Routledge Research
in Urban Politics and Policy) book written by well-known writer who knows well how to make book that
could be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas
and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still doubt The Cultural Contradictions
of Progressive Politics: The Role of Cultural Change and the Global Economy in Local Policymaking
(Routledge Research in Urban Politics and Policy) as good book not just by the cover but also by the content.
This is one book that can break don't assess book by its deal with, so do you still needing a different sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to one more sixth sense.
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