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Greil Marcus, author of Mystery Train, widely acclaimed as the best book ever written about America as
seen through its music, began work on this new book out of a fascination with the Sex Pistols: that
scandalous antimusical group, invented in London in 1975 and dead within two years, which sparked the
emergence of the culture called punk. “I am an antichrist!” shouted singer Johnny Rotten?where in the world
of pop music did that come from? Looking for an answer, with a high sense of the drama of the journey,
Marcus takes us down the dark paths of counterhistory, a route of blasphemy, adventure, and surprise. This is
no mere search for cultural antecedents. Instead, what Marcus so brilliantly shows is that various kinds of
angry, absolute demands?demands on society, art, and all the governing structures of everyday life?seem to
be coded in phrases, images, and actions passed on invisibly, but inevitably, by people quite unaware of each
other. Marcus lets us hear strange yet familiar voices: of such heretics as the Brethren of the Free Spirit in
medieval Europe and the Ranters in seventeenth-century England; the dadaists in Zurich in 1916 and Berlin
in 1918, wearing death masks, chanting glossolalia; one Michel Mourre, who in 1950 took over Easter Mass
at Notre-Dame to proclaim the death of God; the Lettrist International and the Situationist International,
small groups of Paris?based artists and writers surrounding Guy Debord, who produced blank-screen films,
prophetic graffiti, and perhaps the most provocative social criticism of the 1950s and ’60s; the rioting
students and workers of May ’68, scrawling cryptic slogans on city walls and bringing France to a halt; the
Sex Pistols in London, recording the savage “Anarchy in the U.K.” and “God Save the Queen.” Although the
Sex Pistols shape the beginning and the end of the story, Lipstick Traces is not a book about music; it is
about a common voice, discovered and transmitted in many forms. Working from scores of previously
unexamined and untranslated essays, manifestos, and filmscripts, from old photographs, dada sound poetry,
punk songs, collages, and classic texts from Marx to Henri Lefebvre, Marcus takes us deep behind the
acknowledged events of our era, into a hidden tradition of moments that would seem imaginary except for
the fact that they are real: a tradition of shared utopias, solitary refusals, impossible demands, and
unexplained disappearances. Written with grace and force, humor and an insistent sense of tragedy and
danger, Lipstick Traces tells a story as disruptive and compelling as the century itself.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Linder:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to be aware of everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or goal; it means that reserve
has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their a chance to read a book. These are reading
whatever they get because their hobby is definitely reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or maybe exercise.
Well, probably you will want this Lipstick Traces: A Secret History of the Twentieth Century, Twentieth
Anniversary Edition.

Loren Velasco:

As people who live in the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move forward. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems
coming to an individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Lipstick Traces: A Secret
History of the Twentieth Century, Twentieth Anniversary Edition is our recommendation to make you keep
up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this era.

Thomas Krieg:

The knowledge that you get from Lipstick Traces: A Secret History of the Twentieth Century, Twentieth
Anniversary Edition will be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words the more you
get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Lipstick Traces: A Secret
History of the Twentieth Century, Twentieth Anniversary Edition giving you thrill feeling of reading. The
writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read this because the author
of this publication is well-known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. So it is
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for
having this Lipstick Traces: A Secret History of the Twentieth Century, Twentieth Anniversary Edition
instantly.

Mary Bolinger:

The book Lipstick Traces: A Secret History of the Twentieth Century, Twentieth Anniversary Edition has a
lot of knowledge on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was
written by the very famous author. Tom makes some research before write this book. This kind of book very
easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.
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