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The increasingly popular idea that cinematic fictions can "do" philosophy raises some difficult questions.
Who is actually doing the philosophizing? Is it the philosophical commentator who reads general arguments
or theories into the stories conveyed by a film? Could it be the filmmaker, or a group of collaborating
filmmakers, who raise and try to answer philosophical questions with a film? Is there something about the
experience of films that is especially suited to the stimulation of worthwhile philosophical reflections? In the
first part of this book, Paisley Livingston surveys positions and arguments surrounding the cinema's
philosophical value. He raises criticisms of bold theses in this area and defends a moderate view of film's
possible contributions to philosophy. In the second part of the book he defends an intentionalist approach
that focuses on the filmmakers' philosophical background assumptions, sources, and aims. Livingston
outlines intentionalist interpretative principles as well as an account of authorship in cinema. The third part
of the book exemplifies this intentionalist approach with reference to the work of Ingmar Bergman.
Livingston explores the connection between Bergman's work and the Swedish director's primary
philosophical source--a treatise in philosophical psychology authored by the Finnish philosopher, Eino Kaila.
Bergman proclaimed that reading this book was a tremendous philosophical experience for him and that he
"built on this ground." With reference to materials in the newly created Ingmar Bergman archive, Livingston
shows how Bergman took up Kaila's topics in his cinematic explorations of motivated irrationality,
inauthenticity, and the problem of self-knowledge.
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From reader reviews:

Harold Sparkman:

Inside other case, little folks like to read book Cinema, Philosophy, Bergman: On Film as Philosophy. You
can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important a
new book Cinema, Philosophy, Bergman: On Film as Philosophy. You can add knowledge and of course you
can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from book you can recognize
everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple
matter until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a book or even searching by
internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's read.

Edith Stewart:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray you, why because this Cinema, Philosophy, Bergman: On Film as
Philosophy publication written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that could be
understand by anyone who also read the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and
composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still doubt Cinema, Philosophy, Bergman: On Film
as Philosophy as good book not only by the cover but also by the content. This is one reserve that can break
don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing another sixth sense to pick that!? Oh come on your
studying sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an additional sixth sense.

Barbara McGowan:

Beside this specific Cinema, Philosophy, Bergman: On Film as Philosophy in your phone, it could give you a
way to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you are going to got
here is fresh from your oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow small
town. It is good thing to have Cinema, Philosophy, Bergman: On Film as Philosophy because this book
offers to your account readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's
exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this in your hand. The Enjoyable option here cannot
be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. So do you still want to miss that? Find this book in addition
to read it from right now!

Cynthia Tso:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something new? This Cinema, Philosophy, Bergman:
On Film as Philosophy can be the respond to, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these
ebooks have than the others?
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