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On January 1, 1937, Manuel B. Bravo was sworn in as county judge of Zapata County, a post he would hold
for twenty years. In Border Boss: Manuel B. Bravo and Zapata County, J. Gilberto Quezada delineates
Bravo’s political career in the Democratic Party and examines his role in some of the important issues of his
day, especially Falcon Dam.

During Bravo’s years in office, he worked and corresponded with many Texas and national politicians,
including James Allred, Lloyd Bentsen, Kika de la Garza, Ralph Yarborough, and, most prominently,
Lyndon Johnson. The association between Bravo and Johnson began with the special Senate election of 1941
and is reflected in the more than fifty letters between the two in Bravo's personal papers. In Johnson's 1948
Senate runoff against Coke Stevenson, voting irregularities were alleged in Zapata County when the election
returns from Precinct No. 3 were reported missing. Quezada analyzes the Bravo papers for any evidence that
Bravo and Johnson had arranged the disappearance and offers possible alternative explanations.

From the 1930s to the 1950s Zapata County was one of six South Texas counties where the Tejano majority
dominated local politics and held most public offices. Bravo became known as one of the "Mexican bosses"
of South Texas, but Quezada draws a more nuanced picture of bossism than has been presented previously,
analyzing the role of influential leading families but looking as well at the degree of economic integration
into the state and nation as factors in how bossism developed.

Those interested in Mexican-American studies and politics and bossism in South Texas will appreciate the
window onto South Texas politics and Tejano culture this biography gives.
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From reader reviews:

William McNally:

What do you think about book? It is just for students because they're still students or that for all people in the
world, exactly what the best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they
don't wish do that. You must know how great in addition to important the book Border Boss: Manuel B.
Bravo and Zapata County (Canseco-Keck History Series). All type of book would you see on many methods.
You can look for the internet methods or other social media.

Derek Wire:

A lot of people always spent their free time to vacation as well as go to the outside with them family or their
friend. Do you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, or maybe playing
video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different you can read a book.
It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you can spent the entire day to
reading a reserve. The book Border Boss: Manuel B. Bravo and Zapata County (Canseco-Keck History
Series) it is rather good to read. There are a lot of people that recommended this book. These people were
enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy
typically the e-book. You can m0ore very easily to read this book out of your smart phone. The price is not
to cover but this book offers high quality.

James Peterson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with pals is thing that usually
you might have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try thing that really opposite from that.
One activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you already
been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Border Boss: Manuel B. Bravo and Zapata
County (Canseco-Keck History Series), you can enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still
would like to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout people. What? Still
don't buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Jerri Jackson:

You can get this Border Boss: Manuel B. Bravo and Zapata County (Canseco-Keck History Series) by go to
the bookstore or Mall. Merely viewing or reviewing it could to be your solve difficulty if you get difficulties
to your knowledge. Kinds of this book are various. Not only through written or printed but additionally can
you enjoy this book by e-book. In the modern era including now, you just looking because of your mobile
phone and searching what their problem. Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about
your reserve. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to
choose suitable ways for you.
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