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This six-volume "portrait of a Mediterranean personality" is a composite portrait of the individuals who
wrote the personal letters, contracts, and all other manuscript fragments that found their way into the Cairo
Geniza. Most of the fragments from the Geniza, a storeroom for discarded writings that could not be thrown
away because they might contain the name of God, had been removed to Cambridge University Library and
other libraries around the world. Professor Goitein devoted the last thirty years of his long and productive
life to their study, deciphering the language of the documents and organizing what he called a "marvelous
treasure trove of manuscripts" into a coherent, fascinating picture of the society that created them.

It is a rich, panoramic view of how people lived, traveled, worshiped, and conducted their economic and
social affairs. The first and second volumes describe the economic foundations of the society and the
institutions and social and political structures that characterized the community. The remaining material,
intended for a single volume describing the particulars of the way people lived, blossomed into three
volumes, devoted respectively to the family, daily life, and the individual. The divisions are arbitrary but
helpful because of the wealth of information. The author refers throughout to other passages in his
monumental work that amplify what is discussed in any particular section. The result is an incomparably
clear and immediate impression of how it was in the Mediterranean world of the tenth through the thirteenth
century.

Volume I, subtitled Economic Foundations, gives an overview of the Mediterranean (history, peoples,
culture) during the high middle ages; discusses the working class; the business world, and government's role
in commerce; and provides a complete description of travel and seafaring.
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From reader reviews:

Ian Coghlan:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be change about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is certainly always change and make progress.
Some of you maybe may update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the
problems coming to you actually is you don't know which one you should start with. This A Mediterranean
Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza,
Vol. I: Economic Foundations (Near Eastern Center, UCLA) is our recommendation to help you keep up
with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and want in this era.

Johnnie Lewis:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information
inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of book
you read, if you want send more knowledge just go with education and learning books but if you want truly
feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining for instance comic or novel. Often the A
Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the
Cairo Geniza, Vol. I: Economic Foundations (Near Eastern Center, UCLA) is kind of e-book which is giving
the reader capricious experience.

Mary Sexton:

Typically the book A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in
the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. I: Economic Foundations (Near Eastern Center, UCLA) will bring
that you the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very
unique. In case you try to find new book to learn, this book very appropriate to you. The book A
Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed in the Documents of the
Cairo Geniza, Vol. I: Economic Foundations (Near Eastern Center, UCLA) is much recommended to you to
learn. You can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more easily to read the book.

Lidia Mejia:

A lot of publication has printed but it takes a different approach. You can get it by online on social media.
You can choose the most beneficial book for you, science, comic, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It
is referred to as of book A Mediterranean Society: The Jewish Communities of the Arab World as Portrayed
in the Documents of the Cairo Geniza, Vol. I: Economic Foundations (Near Eastern Center, UCLA). You
can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving the printed book, it could possibly add your knowledge
and make you actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring



you from one spot to other place.
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