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This book explores the world of American folk art collectors?people who saw the beauty and value of the
folk-art portraits, weathervanes, and carvings that mainstream America had hitherto relegated to attics, barns,
and dust bins. Although pioneer collectors sought out and preserved objects that are today regarded as icons,
little has been known of their motivations, aesthetics, or display techniques.

Unlike the mainly white, professional, male collectors of furniture, silver, and other traditional decorative
arts who were the subject of Elizabeth Stillinger's classic study The Antiquers, the earliest folk art collectors
were a bohemian crowd made up of women, artists, immigrants, oddballs, and outsiders. They were drawn to
folk art not by its prestige value but by its artistic, instructive, and ethnological significance.

A Kind of Archeology begins by examining the evolution of the concept of folk art, relating it to nineteenth-
and early twentieth-century movements such as romanticism, nationalism, arts and crafts, and colonial
revivalism. Four sections follow, each presenting a category of collector?antiquarian and ethnologist,
modernist, decorator and aesthete, and patriot and nationalist?and offering portraits of individual collectors
and dealers.

The book closes with the exhibition The Flowering of American Folk Art, 1776–1876, which opened in
1974. The show was so successful that prices shot skyward, and folk objects, after a century of being
disregarded, misunderstood, then championed by a few enthusiasts and gradually accepted in a small
segment of the art world, finally entered the realm of highly desirable and collectible art.
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From reader reviews:

Evelyn Brown:

The book A Kind of Archeology: Collecting American Folk Art, 1876-1976 can give more knowledge and
also the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave a good thing
like a book A Kind of Archeology: Collecting American Folk Art, 1876-1976? Wide variety you have a
different opinion about guide. But one aim that will book can give many information for us. It is absolutely
correct. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you could
give for each other; you can share all of these. Book A Kind of Archeology: Collecting American Folk Art,
1876-1976 has simple shape but you know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the
enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Christopher Jones:

Here thing why this kind of A Kind of Archeology: Collecting American Folk Art, 1876-1976 are different
and reliable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it really depends in the content of
computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not. A Kind of Archeology: Collecting American
Folk Art, 1876-1976 giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out
there but there is no book that similar with A Kind of Archeology: Collecting American Folk Art, 1876-
1976. It gives you thrill studying journey, its open up your eyes about the thing in which happened in the
world which is maybe can be happened around you. You can actually bring everywhere like in playground,
café, or even in your method home by train. For anyone who is having difficulties in bringing the printed
book maybe the form of A Kind of Archeology: Collecting American Folk Art, 1876-1976 in e-book can be
your alternate.

Arlie Carrillo:

The experience that you get from A Kind of Archeology: Collecting American Folk Art, 1876-1976 is a
more deep you looking the information that hide within the words the more you get considering reading it. It
does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but A Kind of Archeology: Collecting American Folk Art,
1876-1976 giving you buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in certain way that can be
understood by simply anyone who read that because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along
with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific A Kind of
Archeology: Collecting American Folk Art, 1876-1976 instantly.

Joseph Herbst:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this A Kind of Archeology: Collecting
American Folk Art, 1876-1976 guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book which can be understand by anyone who also read the book. Written throughout good manner for you,



dripping every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still question A
Kind of Archeology: Collecting American Folk Art, 1876-1976 as good book not just by the cover but also
through the content. This is one e-book that can break don't evaluate book by its include, so do you still
needing an additional sixth sense to pick this!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already told
you so why you have to listening to yet another sixth sense.
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