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A groundbreaking history of Prohibition and a new creation story for the powerful American state.

Prohibition has long been portrayed as a “noble experiment” that failed, a newsreel story of glamorous
gangsters, flappers, and speakeasies. Now at last Lisa McGirr dismantles this cherished myth to reveal a
much more significant history. Prohibition was the seedbed for a pivotal expansion of the federal
government, the genesis of our contemporary penal state. Her deeply researched, eye-opening account
uncovers patterns of enforcement still familiar today: the war on alcohol was waged disproportionately in
African American, immigrant, and poor white communities. Alongside Jim Crow and other discriminatory
laws, Prohibition brought coercion into everyday life and even into private homes. Its targets coalesced into
an electoral base of urban, working-class voters that propelled FDR to the White House.

This outstanding history also reveals a new genome for the activist American state, one that shows the DNA
of the right as well as the left. It was Herbert Hoover who built the extensive penal apparatus used by the
federal government to combat the crime spawned by Prohibition. The subsequent federal wars on crime, on
drugs, and on terror all display the inheritances of the war on alcohol. McGirr shows the powerful American
state to be a bipartisan creation, a legacy not only of the New Deal and the Great Society but also of
Prohibition and its progeny.

The War on Alcohol is history at its best?original, authoritative, and illuminating of our past and its
continuing presence today.
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From reader reviews:

Desiree Schwindt:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a publication. Beside you can solve your condition; you can
add your knowledge by the book entitled The War on Alcohol: Prohibition and the Rise of the American
State. Try to make the book The War on Alcohol: Prohibition and the Rise of the American State as your
friend. It means that it can to be your friend when you sense alone and beside that of course make you
smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes you much more confidence
because you can know every little thing by the book. So , let me make new experience and knowledge with
this book.

James Cansler:

Do you one among people who can't read pleasurable if the sentence chained inside straightway, hold on
guys this particular aren't like that. This The War on Alcohol: Prohibition and the Rise of the American State
book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable reading through experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
deliver to you. The writer involving The War on Alcohol: Prohibition and the Rise of the American State
content conveys prospect easily to understand by many individuals. The printed and e-book are not different
in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you continue to thinking The War on Alcohol:
Prohibition and the Rise of the American State is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Estelle Hicks:

You can spend your free time to learn this book this guide. This The War on Alcohol: Prohibition and the
Rise of the American State is simple to deliver you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not get much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy typically the e-book. It is
make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. And so there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Daniel Colon:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news.
With this modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social
similar to newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can
add your understanding by that book. Ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just searching
for the The War on Alcohol: Prohibition and the Rise of the American State when you required it?
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