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Paradise in Ashes is a deeply engaged and moving account of the violence and repression that defined the
murderous Guatemalan civil war of the 1980s. In this compelling book, Beatriz Manz—an anthropologist
who spent over two decades studying the Mayan highlands and remote rain forests of Guatemala—tells the
story of the village of Santa María Tzejá, near the border with Mexico. Manz writes eloquently about
Guatemala's tortured history and shows how the story of this village—its birth, destruction, and
rebirth—embodies the forces and conflicts that define the country today.

Drawing on interviews with peasants, community leaders, guerrillas, and paramilitary forces, Manz creates a
richly detailed political portrait of Santa María Tzejá, where highland Maya peasants seeking land settled in
the 1970s. Manz describes these villagers' plight as their isolated, lush, but deceptive paradise became one of
the centers of the war convulsing the entire country. After their village was viciously sacked in 1982,
desperate survivors fled into the surrounding rain forest and eventually to Mexico, and some even further, to
the United States, while others stayed behind and fell into the military's hands. With great insight and
compassion, Manz follows their flight and eventual return to Santa María Tzejá, where they sought to rebuild
their village and their lives.
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From reader reviews:

Melvin Wilhelm:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or this for all people in the world,
what best subject for that? Simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has various
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that they don't would like do
that. You must know how great and important the book Paradise in Ashes: A Guatemalan Journey of
Courage, Terror, and Hope (California Series in Public Anthropology). All type of book is it possible to see
on many solutions. You can look for the internet sources or other social media.

Patrick Stokes:

The e-book untitled Paradise in Ashes: A Guatemalan Journey of Courage, Terror, and Hope (California
Series in Public Anthropology) is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality of the
publication content that will be shown to you. The language that writer use to explained their ideas are easily
to understand. The article writer was did a lot of exploration when write the book, so the information that
they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also will get the e-book of Paradise in Ashes: A
Guatemalan Journey of Courage, Terror, and Hope (California Series in Public Anthropology) from the
publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.

Tia Sargent:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray a person, why because this Paradise in Ashes: A Guatemalan
Journey of Courage, Terror, and Hope (California Series in Public Anthropology) e-book written by well-
known writer who really knows well how to make book which might be understand by anyone who also read
the book. Written inside good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate
your personal hunger then you still hesitation Paradise in Ashes: A Guatemalan Journey of Courage, Terror,
and Hope (California Series in Public Anthropology) as good book not merely by the cover but also by
content. This is one publication that can break don't evaluate book by its protect, so do you still needing one
more sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already told you so why you
have to listening to yet another sixth sense.

Harold Esparza:

The book untitled Paradise in Ashes: A Guatemalan Journey of Courage, Terror, and Hope (California Series
in Public Anthropology) contain a lot of information on it. The writer explains the woman idea with easy
approach. The language is very clear to see all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read the
idea. The book was written by famous author. The author brings you in the new age of literary works. It is
possible to read this book because you can read more your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book
inside anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site along
with order it. Have a nice go through.
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