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In the bustling cities of the mid-nineteenth-century Northeast, young male clerks working in commercial
offices and stores were on the make, persistently seeking wealth, respect, and self-gratification. Yet these
strivers and "counter jumpers" discovered that claiming the identities of independent men—while making
sense of a volatile capitalist economy and fluid urban society—was fraught with uncertainty.

In On the Make, Brian P. Luskey illuminates at once the power of the ideology of self-making and the
important contests over the meanings of respectability, manhood, and citizenship that helped to determine
who clerks were and who they would become. Drawing from a rich array of archival materials, including
clerks’ diaries, newspapers, credit reports, census data, advice literature, and fiction, Luskey argues that a
better understanding of clerks and clerking helps make sense of the culture of capitalism and the society it
shaped in this pivotal era.
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From reader reviews:

Carissa Taylor:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have more or little spare time? Yeah, you can
choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book eligible On the Make:
Clerks and the Quest for Capital in Nineteenth-Century America (American History and Culture)? Maybe it
is for being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you
can better than before. Do you agree with its opinion or you have some other opinion?

Mary Tiller:

The book On the Make: Clerks and the Quest for Capital in Nineteenth-Century America (American History
and Culture) has a lot info on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was
authored by the very famous author. The author makes some research prior to write this book. This book
very easy to read you may get the point easily after perusing this book.

Vincent Cartagena:

On the Make: Clerks and the Quest for Capital in Nineteenth-Century America (American History and
Culture) can be one of your starter books that are good idea. Most of us recommend that straight away
because this book has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in vocabulary, easy to understand,
bit entertaining but delivering the information. The writer giving his/her effort to place every word into
enjoyment arrangement in writing On the Make: Clerks and the Quest for Capital in Nineteenth-Century
America (American History and Culture) yet doesn't forget the main place, giving the reader the hottest and
also based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information can
certainly drawn you into new stage of crucial contemplating.

Margaret Burman:

It is possible to spend your free time to learn this book this publication. This On the Make: Clerks and the
Quest for Capital in Nineteenth-Century America (American History and Culture) is simple bringing you can
read it in the park your car, in the beach, train and soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the
printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book
in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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