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The history of the voluntary sector in British towns and cities has received increasing scholarly attention in
recent years. Nevertheless, whilst there have been a number of valuable contributions looking at issues such
as charity as a key welfare provider, charity and medicine, and charity and power in the community, there
has been no book length exploration of the role and position of the recipient. By focusing on the recipients of
charity, rather than the donors or institutions, this volume tackles searching questions of social control and
cohesion, and the relationship between providers and recipients in a new and revealing manner. It is shown
how these issues changed over the course of the nineteenth century, as the frontier between the state and the
voluntary sector shifted away from charity towards greater reliance on public finance, workers' contributions,
and mutual aid. In turn, these new sources of assistance enriched civil society, encouraging democratization,
empowerment and social inclusion for previously marginalized members of the community. The book opens
with an introduction that locates medicine, charity and mutual aid within their broad historiographical and
urban contexts. Twelve archive-based, inter-related chapters follow. Their main chronological focus is the
nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, which witnessed such momentous changes in the attitudes to, and
allocation of, charity and poor relief. However, individual chapters on the early modern period, the
eighteenth century and the aftermath of the Second World War provide illuminating context and help ensure
that the volume provides a systematic overview of the subject that will be of interest to social, urban, and
medical historians.
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From reader reviews:

Alfred Wolff:

The experience that you get from Medicine, Charity and Mutual Aid: The Consumption of Health and
Welfare in Britain, c.1550-1950 (Historical Urban Studies) may be the more deep you digging the
information that hide into the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to be aware of but Medicine, Charity and Mutual Aid: The Consumption of Health and Welfare
in Britain, c.1550-1950 (Historical Urban Studies) giving you thrill feeling of reading. The article writer
conveys their point in particular way that can be understood by anyone who read the item because the author
of this book is well-known enough. That book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it
easy to understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having
this kind of Medicine, Charity and Mutual Aid: The Consumption of Health and Welfare in Britain, c.1550-
1950 (Historical Urban Studies) instantly.

Clinton Whitten:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared to
can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because pretty much everything time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. Medicine, Charity and Mutual Aid: The Consumption of Health
and Welfare in Britain, c.1550-1950 (Historical Urban Studies) can be your answer since it can be read by
you actually who have those short time problems.

Michael Garcia:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information better to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You
will observe that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you is
Medicine, Charity and Mutual Aid: The Consumption of Health and Welfare in Britain, c.1550-1950
(Historical Urban Studies) this e-book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now.
This specific book was represented so why is the world has grown up. The dialect styles that writer use to
explain it is easy to understand. Often the writer made some analysis when he makes this book. This is why
this book appropriate all of you.

Doris Stone:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that question
was given by teacher to their students. Many kinds of hobby, All people has different hobby. And you know
that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. You must know that reading is very
important and book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge, except your



teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update in relation to something by book. Different categories of
books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is this Medicine, Charity and Mutual Aid: The
Consumption of Health and Welfare in Britain, c.1550-1950 (Historical Urban Studies).
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