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Featuring full-color artwork, specially drawn maps and archive photographs, this study offers key insights
into the tactics, leadership, combat performance and subsequent reputations of six representative German and
Soviet infantry battalions pitched into three pivotal actions that determined the course of the Barbarossa
campaign at the height of World War 11.

The Axisinvasion of the Soviet Union on 22 June 1941 pitted Nazi Germany and her allies against Stalin's
forcesin amighty struggle for survival. Three German army groups - North, Center and South - advanced
into Soviet-held territory; Generalfeldmarschall Fedor von Bock's Army Group Center, the largest of these
three, was tasked with defeating General of the Army Dmitry Pavlov's Western Front in Belarus, and was
assigned two Panzer Groups to achieve this. Bock's command would compl ete the encirclement and
destruction of vast numbers of Soviet personnel and matériel at battles such as Bia?ystok-Minsk in June-July
and Smolensk in July-August before being halted as German efforts centered on the conguest of the Ukraine,
only to resume the offensive at the end of September. Asthe dust of summer gave way to the mud of
autumn, the ensuing German drive on Moscow was slowed and then halted by a Soviet counteroffensive
mounted by Konev's Kalinin and Timoshenko's Southwestern Fronts in December amid unusually harsh
winter conditions, marking the failure of the German Blitzkrieg; Army Group Centre was forced back and
Moscow remained in Soviet hands.

At the forefront of the German advance, fighting alongside the spearhead Panzer divisions, were the lorry-
borne infantrymen of the motorized infantry divisions. Unlike the Schiitzen, the specialist armored infantry
integral to the Panzer divisions, these highly trained motorized formations were organized, armed and
equipped as per their footslogging counterparts in the standard infantry divisions; together, these two troop
types were the forerunners of the formidable Panzergrenadier formations that would provide the Germans
with their mobile infantry forcesin the climactic years of World War I1.

Opposing the German mobile forces, the Soviets deployed rifle divisions and motorized rifle divisions, some
of which would be upgraded to Guards status following outstanding combat performance. The Soviet forces
fought tenaciously in the teeth of sometimes overwhelming local German superiority and with the threat of
savage reprisals from the NKVD troops at their backs, suffering huge losses but remaining in the fight until
the lines could be stabilized in the worsening winter conditions outside Moscow. Their clashes with the
motorized infantrymen of the German vanguard would shape the outcome of this mighty battle for survival.
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From reader reviews:
JamesLindberg:

Book is actually written, printed, or created for everything. Y ou can learn everything you want by a
publication. Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important thing to bring us around the
world. Alongside that you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide German Infantryman vs Soviet
Rifleman: Barbarossa 1941 (Combat) will make you to always be smarter. Y ou can feel more confidence if
you can know about everything. But some of you think that will open or reading some sort of book make you
bored. It isfar from make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or
acceptable book with you?

William Bixby:

Exactly why? Because this German Infantryman vs Soviet Rifleman: Barbarossa 1941 (Combat) is an
unordinary book that the inside of the guide waiting for you to snap that but latter it will zap you with the
secret the ideainside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who write the book in such wonderful
way makes the content on the inside easier to understand, entertaining way but still convey the meaning
thoroughly. So, it isgood for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it.
This excellent book will give you alot of advantages than the other book have got such as help improving
your expertise and your critical thinking way. So, till want to postpone having that book? If | have been
you | will go to the e-book store hurriedly.

Emma Berkey:

Reading a book being new life stylein this calendar year; every people lovesto go through a book. When
you read a book you can get alot of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge,
because book has alot of information onto it. The information that you will get depend on what types of
book that you have read. If you need to get information about your review, you can read education books,
but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, these us novel, comics,
along with soon. The German Infantryman vs Soviet Rifleman: Barbarossa 1941 (Combat) provide you with
anew experience in reading a book.

Jimmy Hostetter:

As astudent exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just small students that has reading's spirit or real their
interest. They just do what the instructor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to there but nothing
reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful pictures
on there. Yeah, it isto be complicated. Book is very important to suit your needs. As we know that on this
time, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore
this German Infantryman vs Soviet Rifleman: Barbarossa 1941 (Combat) can make you feel more interested



to read.
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