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At the turn of the last millennium, a powerful Native American civilization emerged and flourished in the
American Midwest. By A.D. 1050 the population of its capital city, Cahokia, was larger than that of London.
Without the use of the wheel, beasts of burden, or metallurgy, its technology was of the Stone Age, yet its
culture fostered widespread commerce, refined artistic expression, and monumental architecture. The model
for this urbane world was nothing less than the cosmos itself. The climax of their ritual center was a four-
tiered pyramid covering fourteen acre rising a hundred feet into the sky--the tallest structure in the United
States until 1867. This beautifully illustrated book traces the history of this six-square-mile area in the central
Mississippi Valley from the Big Bang to the present.

Chappell seeks to answer fundamental questions about this unique, yet still relatively unknown space, which
was designated a UNESCO World Heritage Site in 1982. How did this swampy land become so amenable to
human life? Who were the remarkable people who lived here before the Europeans came? Why did the
whole civilization disappear so rapidly? What became of the land in the centuries after the Mississippians
abandoned it? And finally, what can we learn about ourselves as we look into the changing meaning of
Cahokia through the ages?

To explore these questions, Chappell probes a wide range of sources, including the work of astronomers,
geographers, geologists, anthropologists, and archaeologists. Archival photographs and newspaper accounts,
as well as interviews with those who work at the site and Native Americans on their annual pilgrimage to the
site, bring the story up to the present.
Tying together these many threads, Chappell weaves a rich tale of how different people conferred their
values on the same piece of land and how the transformed landscape, in turn, inspired different values in
them-cultural, spiritual, agricultural, economic, and humanistic.
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From reader reviews:

Alberto Holbrook:

This book untitled Cahokia: Mirror of the Cosmos to be one of several books this best seller in this year,
that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this
particular book in the book shop or you can order it by using online. The publisher of this book sells the e-
book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Smartphone. So
there is no reason to you to past this e-book from your list.

Melinda Miller:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style in this era globalization. With reading through you can get a
lot of information which will give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share
their idea. Ebooks can also inspire a lot of people. Lots of author can inspire all their reader with their story
or even their experience. Not only situation that share in the books. But also they write about advantage
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach children, there
are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors nowadays always try to improve their expertise in
writing, they also doing some analysis before they write to the book. One of them is this Cahokia: Mirror of
the Cosmos.

Virginia Benson:

Is it you who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs or just
telling lies on the bed? Do you need something new? This Cahokia: Mirror of the Cosmos can be the
solution, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are so out of date, spending your spare time by
reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these publications have than the
others?

Raymond Dixon:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that question when you got students? We believe that that issue was
given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every individual has different hobby. So you know
that little person including reading or as examining become their hobby. You should know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own teacher or lecturer. You find good news or update in relation to something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you take to be your object. One of them is actually Cahokia: Mirror of the
Cosmos.
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