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Friends broaden our children’s horizons, share their joys and secrets, and accompany them on their journeys
into ever wider worlds. But friends can also gossip and betray, tease and exclude. Children can cause untold
suffering, not only for their peers but for parents as well. In this wise and insightful book, psychologist
Michael Thompson, Ph.D., and children’s book author Catherine O’Neill Grace, illuminate the crucial and
often hidden role that friendship plays in the lives of children from birth through adolescence.

Drawing on fascinating new research as well as their own extensive experience in schools, Thompson and
Grace demonstrate that children’s friendships begin early–in infancy–and run exceptionally deep in intensity
and loyalty. As children grow, their friendships become more complex and layered but also more
emotionally fraught, marked by both extraordinary intimacy and bewildering cruelty. As parents, we watch,
and often live through vicariously, the tumult that our children experience as they encounter the “cool”
crowd, shifting alliances, bullies, and disloyal best friends.

Best Friends, Worst Enemies brings to life the drama of childhood relationships, guiding parents to a deeper
understanding of the motives and meanings of social behavior. Here you will find penetrating discussions of
the difference between friendship and popularity, how boys and girls deal in unique ways with intimacy and
commitment, whether all kids need a best friend, why cliques form and what you can do about them.

Filled with anecdotes that ring amazingly true to life, Best Friends, Worst Enemies probes the magic and the
heartbreak that all children experience with their friends. Parents, teachers, counselors–indeed anyone who
cares about children–will find this an eye-opening and wonderfully affirming book.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Goldstein:

This Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of Children book is not really ordinary
book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually
information inside this reserve incredible fresh, you will get data which is getting deeper you actually read a
lot of information you will get. This particular Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives
of Children without we know teach the one who looking at it become critical in thinking and analyzing.
Don't be worry Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of Children can bring any time
you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it in the lovely
laptop even phone. This Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of Children having
very good arrangement in word and layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

John White:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this specific aren't like that. This Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of
Children book is readable by means of you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the facts here
are arrange for enjoyable examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to
offer to you. The writer associated with Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of
Children content conveys thinking easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you nevertheless thinking Best Friends, Worst
Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of Children is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Steven Perez:

This book untitled Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of Children to be one of
several books this best seller in this year, this is because when you read this publication you can get a lot of
benefit upon it. You will easily to buy this book in the book store or you can order it via online. The
publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this
book in your Smartphone. So there is no reason to your account to past this reserve from your list.

Amy Terrell:

Reading a e-book can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world enjoys. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of numerous ways
to share the information or their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more imaginative.
When you reading a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to others. When you read
this Best Friends, Worst Enemies: Understanding the Social Lives of Children, you can tells your family,



friends as well as soon about yours book. Your knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
publication.
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